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FADE IN:

EXT. EDEN PRIME – PROTHEAN ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE – MIDDAY

We see a perfect summer day. The natural beauty of Eden Prime meets in contrast with the dug-up Earth and various scientific equipment of the archeological site. Multiple scientists and workers are seen performing their various duties. Gunnery Chief ASHLEY WILLIAMS can be seen directing guards. We follow one particular SCIENTIST as he winds his way through the dig site to where Dr. LIARA T’SONI is working.

SCIENTIST

Dr. T’Soni, you must come quickly.

LIARA

What’s happened? Is something the matter?

SCIENTIST

We’ve found it!

LIARA

(becoming excited)

You have? Where is – 

Liara is cut off by a piercing metallic shriek. Everyone instinctively covers their ears and looks up toward the source of the noise: a gargantuan spaceship (Sovereign). The site breaks into panic.

LIARA

By the Goddess…

EXT. SPACE
We see a vast expanse of stars with no visible planets close by. Silently, a large spaceship (the Kotor) emerges from the void and we watch as it heads toward a giant shape barely visible in the abyss. As the Kotor approaches we can the object come slowly into view: it is a mass relay. 
ANDERSON (V.O.)
In the year 2148, explorers on Mars discovered the remains of an ancient spacefaring civilization. In the decades that followed, these mysterious artifacts revealed startling new technologies, enabling travel to the furthest stars. The basis for this incredible technology was a force that controlled the very fabric of space and time. 

They called it the greatest discovery in human history. 

The civilizations of the galaxy call it...
MASS EFFECT

INT. KOTOR – BRIDGE

COMMANDER JONATHAN SHEPARD passes by various crewmen as he approaches the cockpit. Everyone he passes gives him a salute; it is obvious that this is a military ship.
COCKPIT
Shepard enters the cockpit to find the pilot, JEFF “JOKER” MOREAU and Lt. KAIDAN ALENKO at the helm.

SHEPARD

Joker, report in.

JOKER

Just about to hit the Utopia Relay now, Commander. Only one jump left then until we reach the Citadel and get our asses chewed out.

KAIDAN

Must you always take the pessimistic approach? Maybe Udina genuinely misses us this time. 
JOKER

Yeah and I only wear my leg braces as a fashion statement. We both know that the only two times politicians ever make personal summons are to either give medals or assign scapegoats, and we haven’t been doing anything heroic lately. 
KAIDAN

Right but you’re forgetting that Udina wasn’t the only one who called us in. Captain Anderson also put the request through.
JOKER

Yeah but Anderson can be a real hard ass too – speaking off the record of course, Commander.

SHEPARD

Noted. Just get us there in one piece, Joker. 

JOKER

Hey now, she’s an old ship but come on, it’s just a couple of relay jumps. Even the Kotor can manage that. Remember the tricks I pulled off with her above Torfan?

KAIDAN

Broke half the ship that day as I recall. 
JOKER

Yeah, I did that pulling you out of the fire. Bad call, Kaidan, you’re right.
KAIDAN

Oh but if you had left me there then who would you have for company?
JOKER

The Commander and I would have managed just fine. We – 

Suddenly the transmission window lights up.

SHEPARD

Cut the chatter, we’ve got incoming. Joker, patch it through. 

Joker flips on the switch. Liara’s voice cuts through badly punctuated by static. 

LIARA (O.C.)

To any ships receiving, this is Dr. Liara… - … T’Soni. I’m head of the… - … Prothean… - … here on Eden Prime. We’ve come under attack by… - … Help! Please someone… - … I think they’re geth!
Message cuts out.

JOKER

Did she just say “geth”?
SHEPARD

Alenko, with me to the hanger. Joker, radio Jenkins; tell him to put a squad together and meet us down there. 

JOKER

Aye, aye Commander.
Kaidan rises and follows Shepard out.

INT. KOTOR – BRIDGE
Shepard and Kaidan are walking briskly. They are stopped near the ship’s galaxy map by Executive Officer PRESSLY. 

PRESSLY

Sir, what’s going on?

SHEPARD

Eden Prime is under attack. I’m taking a shore party down. Tell the remaining crew to ready for battle stations and make sure Joker has the FTL drive standing by in case you need to withdraw.

PRESSLY

Right away, Commander.

SHEPARD

The ship is yours Pressly. Take care of her until I get back. 
KAIDAN

Or until the geth blow her up, whichever comes first.

PRESSLY

Geth?

Shepard and Kaidan step into the elevator. Door closes.

ELEVATOR

SHEPARD

You shouldn’t have mentioned the geth.

KAIDAN

Come on Shepard, you know as well as I do that there is no way the geth are behind this. They haven’t left the Perseus Veil in how many centuries? Did you see the look on Pressly’s face though? Like a little kid afraid of the boogeyman! And they say this job doesn’t have perks! 
SHEPARD

You and I have already seen the impossible happen a few times. I’m prepared to find anything down there… that was pretty funny.

KAIDAN

Ha! I know right. Trust me, this is just like the time that colonist went nuts and turned all the mechs crazy on Freedom’s Progress. Remember that fiasco? 
SHEPARD

Hard to forget, nearly got my leg blown off. 
Elevator opens. SHEPARD and KAIDAN step out.

HANGER
Corporal RICHARD L. JENKINS awaits with a squad of fully armed alliance soldiers. On a table to the side are Shepard and Kaidan’s weapons. The two arm up hastily. A shuttle can be seen in the background with the word “Jade” written on it in green. 
JENKINS

The men are ready, sir. What is the plan? 
SHEPARD

Very good Corporal, alright everyone listen up. I’ll make this brief and to the point. Moments ago this ship received a distress call from a dig site on Eden Prime. They’re being attacked. We’re going to give them a hand. Use caution, this is currently reported to be a geth offensive.

A flurry of whispers and concerned looks.
SHEPARD (Continuing)

We will handle this with standard procedure. You men will land with Corporal Jenkins and come at the site from the front. Meanwhile Lt. Alenko and myself will approach from the side and attempt to learn what we can. Do not engage unless fired upon and be on the lookout for survivors. As of right now, this rescue is a go!

EXT – SPACE

We see the Jade launch from the Kotor and spiral towards Eden Prime.

EXT – EDEN PRIME

The Jade touches down briefly and both Shepard and Kaidan disembark. The shuttle proceeds to lift off and vanish from sight. Both Shepard and Kaidan have their guns drawn: Shepard has an assault rifle and Kaidan has a pistol. They look around nervously and begin moving forward. 
SHEPARD

Stay sharp, the site is just ahead.
KAIDAN

Short range sensors aren’t detecting any life signs. This doesn’t look good.

Kaidan summons a kinetic barrier around himself

SHEPARD

You know, there are times when I really wish you could cover me with one of those too.

KAIDAN

What do I look like, an asari? Be grateful I actually have biotic powers! Still don’t know why you turned down the implant.

SHEPARD

I’ve seen the headaches you get. I’ll take a clear head in combat any day.

Shepard and Kaidan climb a rocky ledge. Below them lays part of the archeological site. The ground is all torn up, clearly a fight has taken place here. Around the charred buildings and broken equipment are bizarre spires with currently lifeless husks impaled upon them.
EDEN PRIME - CLIFFS

KAIDAN

Are those… people?
SHEPARD

We’ll know as soon as we get down there. Come on, let’s move!
Shepard and Kaidan scramble down the cliffs to the dig site.

EDEN PRIME – PROTHEAN ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE
Shepard and Kaidan examine the husks on the spires. While Kaidan is taking readings gunfire suddenly rings out, causing both Shepard and Kaidan to spin around. They see Ashley Williams come charging around a corner being pursued by husks. Her gun (assault rifle) is drawn and she is firing wildly behind her. As if on cue, the husks they are near come alive as the spires retract.

KAIDAN

You’ve got to be kidding me!

As the husks come charging toward them, both Shepard and Kaidan open fire. Kaidan uses his biotic powers to throw the closest husk to him back into another. He then lifts one that was about to grab Ashley into the air where she easily shoots it. Shepard mows down three husks that stand before him. Another tries to grab him from behind but he whirls around, smacking it in the face and knocking it down before finishing it off. When he looks up he realizes that that was the last one and the three of them are now alone. He turns to Ashley.

SHEPARD

Are you alright?
ASHLEY 

Yeah, I will be, just give me a minute… I mean – Gunnery Chief Ashley Williams, sir! Thank God you’ve arrived. How did you know we were in trouble?
KAIDAN

How about you answer some of our questions first; namely what the hell is going on here? What were those things that just attacked us?
ASHLEY

They were the scientists… the geth took them and… impaled them on those spikes still alive and screaming. 

SHEPARD

The geth, so they are here?
ASHLEY

Has to be them. I’ve never seen one before but they match the descriptions perfectly. They just came out of nowhere. I was doing inventory, tracking a missing grenade shipment. Ha, that is usually as exciting as it gets around here. Then there was this wail, I felt like my skull would split open. It was coming from this huge ship… then the geth came.
SHEPARD

Any idea what they were after?
ASHLEY

I don’t know. We’re just a small dig site. We never found anything of value, at least not that I know of.
KAIDAN

Maybe Dr. T’Soni can tell us more – if she’s still alive that is.
ASHLEY

The asari, how do you know about her?

SHEPARD

She’s the one who contacted us when we were passing by. Tell me, where’s the radio tower? That’s probably where she is.

ASHLEY

We have a communications array down by the waterfall.

SHEPARD

Right, Chief Williams, this is Lt. Alenko and I’m Commander Shepard of the SSV Kotor. You’ve just been recruited. Let’s get to that array.

ASHLEY

You got it, sir, this way.

Ashley leads Shepard and Kaidan through the dig site. The three keep their guns up, ready for an attack. Soon the roar of a waterfall becomes audible.

EDEN PRIME – WATERFALL
The waterfall looms over them. On the shore near its base is a building with a communications dish. The doors of the building have been sealed and three geth are trying to get in. One turns around and sees Shepard and the others approaching, its light widening in alarm. However before it can shoot, Shepard puts several bullets into it. The other two notice and turn around. Shepard, Ashley and Kaidan take cover as the two remaining geth open fire. Ducking out, Shepard shoots another, causing its head to explode. Kaidan shoots a warp blast at the remaining geth but it is absorbed by its shields. Ashley finishes it off.
ASHLEY

You’re a biotic?

KAIDAN

A sentinel yes, an increasingly tired one. 
The three make their way over to the sealed door. Shepard knocks.

LIARA (O.C.)

Are the geth gone? I’ll come out if the geth are gone.
ASHLEY

Dr. T’Soni, it’s Chief Williams. Open the door and let us in.
LIARA (O.C.)

Chief Williams? Thank the Goddess! Give me one moment. 
We hear several mechanical clicks and the sound of something being shoved hard before the door slides open and Liara tumbles out into Shepard’s arms.

LIARA

Oh forgive me! I’m sorry I – who are you? 
Shepard opens his mouth to speak but Ashley cuts him off.

ASHLEY

They’re the people who are saving your blue skin, doc!

SHEPARD

Commander Shepard and Lt. Alenko of the SSV Kotor; we received your distress call about the geth attack. Do you know why they are here?

LIARA

It must have something to do with the artifact!
ASHLEY

Artifact, what artifact?

KAIDAN

You mean there’s Prothean tech here?
LIARA

Yes, we first detected an anomaly about a week ago and just today when found it right before… before that ship showed up.

SHEPARD

What kind of ship was it?

ASHLEY

And, as head of security, why did you not tell me you had found potentially dangerous alien material?
LIARA

(to Ashley)

We only just learned of its exact location today. Before that only top scientific personnel were told.

(to Shepard)

We didn’t think too much of it. I mean I was excited but it didn’t look like any kind of archeological breakthrough. But that ship that came… it let off some kind of scream and… I’ve never seen any kind of technology like that!
KAIDAN

The geth have been busy the past three hundred years. 
SHEPARD

Okay, first things first; where is this artifact now? I need you to give me the exact location and then report to these coordinates with –

KAIDAN

Get down!
Kaidan grabs Ashley and dives to the ground as a geth rocket trooper emerges from the forest and fires at the group. Shepard is caught without time to react but at the last second Liara summons a small barrier bubble that encases both of them and protects them from the blast. Shepard then blasts the rocket trooper with his assault rifle. Camera switches to Jenkins and his squad about half a mile away, hiding in the brush just outside the main camp.
EDEN PRIME – OUTSIDE THE PROTHEAN ARCHELOGICAL SITE

SOLDIER 1

What was that?

SOLDIER 2

The geth got the commander!

JENKINS

Calm down, we don’t know that. And keep quiet! If there are any geth out there they’ll have definitely heard you yapping.
SOLDIER 3
I don’t like sitting here waiting.

SOLDIER 1

Why haven’t we seen them yet? 

SOLDIER 4

Never like Shepard and Alenko to make us wait.

JENKINS

I said shut up!

SAREN (O.C.)

You really should learn to keep your men in line, officer.

Jenkins and his men react in surprise as SAREN, a powerful looking turian with a robotic arm and metallic blue eyes, strides out of the brush and stops before them. Everything about Saren commands authority and he does not look pleased to see humans.
JENKINS

Who are you?
SAREN

I’m a member of the Council’s Special Tactics and Reconnaissance branch, which is all you need to know.

SOLDIER 2

A spectre?

JENKINS

My apologies sir, Corporal Jenkins at your service, we are here with Commander Shepard of the SSV Kotor, assisting with repulsion of the geth attack.

SAREN

You know about the geth?
JENKINS

Yes sir.

SAREN

I see. Then you know what must be done. 
JENKINS

Oh you bet! We’re ready to take it to ‘em! 

Saren turns away from Jenkins and the others and towards the camera. We see him securing a silencer onto his pistol.

SAREN

Yes, I wager you are.
EDEN PRIME – WATERFALL – COMMUNICATIONS ARRAY
Kaidan helps pull Ashley up while Liara wipes sweat from her brow; Shepard looks around for more geth. 
KAIDAN

Damn, doc, good timing on that barrier field.
ASHLEY

I didn’t know you knew how to do something like that.

LIARA

All asari have biotic power to a certain extent. I’ve just chose to never develop mine.

KAIDAN

Hell of a shame.

SHEPARD

Cut the chatter. That geth was a scout. There’ll be more here any second. Liara, get us to the artifact, now!
KAIDAN

What about Jenkins and the men? They’ll have heard that. Won’t they come here to investigate?
SHEPARD

I gave the order not to engage. They’re skilled enough to keep out of sight. We need to do the same, move!
EDEN PRIME – PROTHEAN ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE – THE BEACON
Liara leads Shepard and the others past the waterfall, down to a platform that has been chiseled into an overlooking drop off. On the platform stands the Prothean artifact, looking as if it has been recently moved out from the ground. There are five geth on the platform; two of them are standing guard while the other three are arming a large explosive.
KAIDAN

Oh you’ve got to be kidding me!
Suddenly three husks come running up from behind them; their mouths open in a howl.

ASHLEY

We’ve got more company! 
Ashley opens fire on the husks while Shepard and Kaidan make a run for the platform. Liara goes with them but stumbles and goes down. Shepard shoots a geth while Kaidan hits another with a barrier, knocking it over the edge of the platform. The three geth who were arming the bomb rise and draw their weapons. Shepard shoots another before diving at a second while Kaidan repowers his barrier shield to absorb the shots that the third geth is firing. Behind the Ashley is stumbling back as she knocks the husks away. She has killed one but the other two keep coming. She blows off one’s arm yet it is unfazed. Suddenly Liara knocks the two back with a powerful warp, slamming them against rocks and breaking their bones. Ashley turns to the asari who is still lying on the ground and gives her a brief nod of thanks before shooting the geth that was attacking Kaidan.
SHEPARD

(while fighting geth)

Can you disarm it?
KAIDAN

I’ll try. Geth technology isn’t exactly my forte. 
SHEPARD

Well work fast! That timer looks like it wasn’t set for long!

Shepard punches the geth he is fighting in the face and it rolls off of him. The two stagger up. Shepard goes for his gun but the geth grabs him, nearly throwing him over the ledge of the platform.
ASHLEY

Commander, try and get some distance so I can get a clear shot!
SHEPARD

No problem.

Shepard manages to bring his knee up between himself and the geth and push back. The two separate and Ashley guns the geth down. Shepard jumps back up and gets his weapon. Both Liara and Ashley make their way onto the platform, Liara is dusting off her uniform.

LIARA

My, that was exciting!

ASHLEY

Not the word I would use, Doctor. A lot of good men and women have died today. 
LIARA

No, of course I – I’m sorry I wasn’t thinking – 
Liara is interrupted as Jenkins comes running into the frame. He has been shot several times and is bleeding from the mouth. On the short bridge to the platform he staggers and falls. 
SHEPARD

Jenkins! 
Shepard and the others, except Kaidan, rush to Jenkins’ side. He is weak and struggling to speak. 
(to Kaidan)

Keep working on that bomb!

(to Jenkins)

Jenkins- Corporal what happened? Where are the men?
JENKINS

Dead sir… slaughtered like cattle. The turian… never fought one like him before… 

SHEPARD

Turian, what turian? Jenkins, who did this?

JENKINS

You led me through the blitz, sir. I’m sorry I let you down today…
SHEPARD

Nothing to be sorry for! We’re going to patch you up.

(to Ashley)

Get some medigel!
JENKINS

Commander I’m gone. You’ve got to stop him. The turian… said he was a spectre … knew something was off with that arm of his…

Jenkins dies.

KAIDAN

Shepard, I’ve disabled the bomb! How’s Jenkins?

SHEPARD

He’s gone.
There is a moment of silence. Finally Shepard stands and walks over to the Prothean artifact. Liara, Ashley and Kaidan stand back at a distance.
So this is what they were after, huh?

LIARA

(approaching the artifact)

Yes, strange that they would wish to destroy it. 

SHEPARD

Maybe they took something; got what they needed?

LIARA

I don’t think so…

Liara takes a step toward the beacon and suddenly it activates! Energy starts pulsing, looking to fire a beam into Liara.

SHEPARD

Look out!

Shepard shoves Liara out of the way and is hit by the beacon’s beam. Suddenly we see a mass of jumbled images flashing across the screen. They are scenes of death and destruction; we hear contorted screams and cries. We see planets engulfed in flames and entire worlds exterminated. Suddenly we see Saren standing before the beacon on Eden Prime. He turns to look into the camera and in his face; Sovereign’s form looms menacing and brutal. Then the images stop and Shepard falls face forward, completely unconscious. 
INT. CITADEL – HUMAN EMBASSY – MEDICAL CLINIC
Shepard awakens to find himself in a bed in the medical clinic of the human embassy. He looks around, confused as to where he is. His confusion is peaked when he notices Liara passed out beside his bed, holding his hand in hers. Shepard looks at her thoughtfully for a moment, as if remarking on her beauty. Then he looks up at a new noise: Dr. CHAKWAS approaches him with a smile. He smiles back.

CHAKWAS

It’s good to see you awake, Commander. You had us going there.

SHEPARD

What happened? Where are we?
CHAKWAS

We reached the citadel three days ago. Lucky thing really, the Kotor doesn’t exactly have the state of the art medical bay. 
SHEPARD

Three days? What about Eden Prime and the artifact?
CHAKWAS

All in good time, you need to rest for now. I’m been monitoring some very unusual brain activity since you came back from that planet. Need to make sure your head is on your shoulders.
SHEPARD

Doctor Chakwas, as your Commander I order you to tell me what –

Liara awakens at Shepard’s raised voice.

LIARA

Shepard? You’re awake! 
SHEPARD

I think so, although waking up with you at my bedside had me wondering for a moment.

LIARA

Oh! Well… it seemed the right thing to do. You pushed me out of the way of the Prothean device remember? If you hadn’t done that I – wait, Shepard, what happened exactly?
SHEPARD

You tell me.
The door to the medical bay opens and Captain Anderson enters.
ANDERSON

Lt. Alenko reports that after the artifact fired out its pulse, you were rendered unconscious. Do you remember that?
SHEPARD

Captain Anderson, sir!

ANDERSON

No need to salute, this isn’t a formal interrogation. Truth be told I was simply concerned.

(noticing Liara)

And I see I wasn’t the only one.
LIARA

Forgive my intrusion. I’ll leave. 

ANDERSON

It’s alright Dr. T’Soni, the Commander and I aren’t going to discuss any classified information. 

(to Shepard)

I just need to get some details. I’ve read the reports filed by Alenko and Williams, but there’s one thing in particular I need to hear from you.

SHEPARD

What is it?

ANDERSON

The turian reported to have led the geth attack, you didn’t happen to get a look at him?

SHEPARD

The one that killed Jenkins? No, I didn’t – wait, yes! He was in the vision!

LIARA

Vision? You had a vision?

SHEPARD

Yes, didn’t you see it too? That Prothean artifact, I think it was like a beacon, designed to relay a message. I couldn’t make it out though.

ANDERSON

What did you see?

SHEPARD

It was bad. I saw destruction, death and war, only it was a one-sided war. The people I saw, they were getting annihilated.

LIARA

The Prothean extinction, it has to be. You witnessed the last cry for help sent by the greatest civilization of all time!
SHEPARD

They didn’t look so great to me. Whatever they were fighting was destroying them effortlessly. I’m not sure it even was the Protheans.

ANDERSON

Unfortunate. The beacon, if that’s what it was, destructed almost instantly after making contact with you. We can get nothing from it now. 

SHEPARD

Has there been any further news regarding the geth?

Anderson opens his mouth to respond but is interrupted by DONNEL UDINA, who bursts through the door followed closely by Kaidan and Ashley.
KAIDAN

(to Anderson)

I’m sorry sir, we tried to stall him!

UDINA

Anderson! Do you understand the meaning of political shit storm? When the council hears about this they’ll – oh, Shepard, you’re awake. 

SHEPARD

Ambassador Udina, good to see you too. Did you come to check up on me?

UDINA

Damn it Shepard, don’t get coy with me! Do you realize the trouble you’re in? You have no idea just how big your failure at Eden Prime was! Science team slaughtered, priceless Prothean technology lost! The council wants your head!
ANDERSON
The council should be down on their collective knees thanking the Commander! Without him we’d know nothing about Saren and his geth army!
UDINA

Saren? Don’t tell me you’re still on your crusade to put that turian behind bars? Your personal history has clouded your already thick skull! There is no proof Saren was even on Eden Prime when the geth attacked!
ANDERSON

The Commander saw him!

UDINA

What?

(to Shepard)

Is this true?

SHEPARD

I’m sorry, slow down. Who is Saren?

ANDERSON

A turian with a grudge against humanity. He also happens to be one of the citadel’s top spectres.
LIARA

You believe he was the turian leading the geth?

ANDERSON

He has to be the one behind it and with Shepard’s testimony we can stop him before more damage is done!

UDINA

Hmmm… Shepard, are you willing to go before the council and speak against Saren?
SHEPARD

Will Saren be there? I’ll need to see him in order to make an ID.

UDINA

I’ll make sure he’s there! Anderson, come with me, we need to go prepare our case. Shepard, when you’re ready meet us at the council chamber. I trust you know where to find it?

KAIDAN

Giant spire at the center of the citadel’s arms? It’s very hard to miss.

UDINA

That’s enough out of you, Alenko! Keep that mouth of yours shut!

KAIDAN

(sarcastically)

Oh yes sir!

ANDERSON

Alenko!

KAIDAN

Sir, sorry sir!

EXT. SPACE

We see Sovereign as it speeds through the stars. 

INT. SOVEREIGN – COMMAND BRIDGE

We see Saren sitting on his command throne, had bowed in concentration. He seems to be very intently thinking on something when MATRIARCH BENEZIA approaches from behind him, flowing by several geth, which are milling about performing various duties. 
BENEZIA

I have spoken with my people in Binary Helix. They will be ready to showcase the project results when we reach Noveria.
Saren simply grunts.

I would have thought you’d be happy with our progress. First Virmire reports positive and now this. We are making excellent advancements.
Saren roars and leaps up. He swings his cybernetic arm into a passing geth’s head, shattering it before grabbing Benezia’s throat with his real one. He then forcefully shoves her against a wall.

SAREN

Let me make something clear to you, here and now, Benezia: it is not our progress, it is not our plan. You serve me, remember that! Secondly don’t stand there gloating of success when there has been a potentially severe failure!
BENEZIA

(gasping)

I was… unaware of any difficulties.

Saren hesitates a second then releases Benezia.

SAREN
Eden Prime was not a complete success. Somehow there was a witness. I am being summoned to appear at a council session! 
BENEZIA

A survivor, do we – I mean you know who?

SAREN
What difference does it make? This risks exposure to all of my plans!

BENEZIA

Perhaps if the identity of the supposed witness was uncovered there would be more to go on.

SAREN

(in realization)

Are you letting personal feelings interfere with your judgment in this matter? 

BENEZIA

What? Of course not! It’s just –
SAREN

Just what? Do what you’re told, Benezia. You’re here to follow orders, when I can no longer count on you to do that… you’ll be of no further value to me. Now get out of here! I have to prepare to speak to the council.
Benezia looks like she wants to make a point but instead keeps silent. After several noticeable fidgets she bows, turns, and walks away. Saren stares after her with narrowed eyes. Then he turns as two geth approach him holding bits of extra armor in their hands. 

INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL CHAMBER - ENTRANCE
GARRUS VAKARIAN and his father, Citadel Fleet Admiral NEKULON VAKARIAN are arguing in front of the elevator.

GARRUS

There’s more going on here, I know it. They’re covering for him! If I could just have more time with my investigation –

NEKULON

The council has given the appropriate time to the matter. If there were some evidence, you’d have found it. Now I don’t want to hear about complaint from C-Sec saying you’ve been shirking your other duties for this case! Am I understood?

GARRUS

Dad, it’s great that you came down here to lecture me and all but –

Nekulon smacks Garrus across the face.

NEKULON

Don’t you ever take that tone with a superior officer again, do you hear me? I am not here as your father! Now you will obey protocol! You’re C-Sec boy, act like it! 
GARRUS

(pause)

Yes sir.
The elevator behind the two opens and we see Shepard, Kaidan, Ashley and Liara step out of it. They make their way over to where the two turians are talking.

SHEPARD

Excuse me, I was told this was the floor for the council.

NEKULON

You were informed correctly, Commander Shepard. The council, as well as your ambassador and his… friend, are just ahead. They are expecting you.

SHEPARD

You know my name?

NEKULON

One does not get to sit in my rank without being privy to certain information. Although I must admit you look somewhat different than what I expected. It’s in your manner, a certain aura if you will. But then there’s your history, remarkable! Admiral Nekulon Vakarian of the Destiny Ascension.

ASHLEY

You mean that juggernaut we saw when we docked here?

NEKULON

The very same. She’s an asari class but you wouldn’t know it. Thousands of guns and a carrier bay large enough to hold over a dozen warships, my personal vanguard included.
SHEPARD

Sounds impressive.

NEKULON

The turians have the most advanced warships in the galaxy! Ha, but I suspect you might be finding that out for yourself very soon. Come Garrus, let us leave the Commander and his crew to their business.

GARRUS

Yes sir.

Nekulon and Garrus head for the elevator, as Garrus passes Shepard he bumps into him.

(whispers)

The council is protecting Saren. Meet me at C-Sec after they refuse to listen.
INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL CHAMBER

Shepard, Liara, Kaidan and Ashley continue into the main council room, where Udina and Anderson are already addressing holograms of the three members.

UDINA
This is outrageous! If it had been a turian site attacked you wouldn’t treat the matter so lightly!

ASARI COUNCILOR

Saren Arterius will appear in holographic form to answer for his supposed involvement in the Eden Prime incident.
ANDERSON

And what if he’s found guilty, what then? You’ll have given a mass murderer a new chance to get away!

UDINA

Anderson, keep quiet! I will handle this!
SALARIAN COUNCILOR 

There is only room for one human ambassador in this chamber.
TURIAN COUNCILOR

Indeed! Such insolence in immaturity, an unfortunate demonstration of the human condition! Captain David Anderson, why am I not surprised you are here when charges against Saren Arterius are being made?

UDINA

This has nothing to do with past events! We’re here to address what is happening now!
(to Shepard)

Ah, about time!
SHEPARD

Sorry, didn’t know we were late.

TURIAN COUNCILOR

So this is the famous Commander Shepard, your crew can wait by the elevator.
Kaidan, Ashley and Liara start to leave when Shepard signals them to stop.

SHEPARD

My crew are just as important as I am. Whatever you have to say to me, they can hear it.
SALARIAN COUNCILOR 

Such a request is not usually allowed, Commander.

SHEPARD

Make an exception.

The Council exchanges glances.

ASARI COUNCILOR

Very well… let this session of the Council Citadel commence. 

The chamber darkens and a giant hologram of Saren appears to the right of the Council. We notice that many of Saren’s cybernetic implants that were visible before have now been covered up by armor. 
SHEPARD

(in realization)

You!

SAREN

Council, I am sure there is sufficient reason for this summons?

SHEPARD

You led the geth attack on Eden Prime!

UDINA

Shepard!

SAREN

What? What accusation is this? I have been in the Terminus Systems tracking a Batarian slave network!
ASARI COUNCILOR

Commander Shepard claims to have seen you at Eden Prime, can you verify your status at the time. 

SAREN

I cannot, no more than this human can verify seeing me at Eden Prime during the attack. Tell me, Shepard, what evidence do you have?

ANDERSON

(to Shepard)

You don’t have to answer that!

SAREN

Anderson, ah now this makes sense! Is this your student? Are you teaching him the ways of failure and how to blame others for his mistakes? 
SHEPARD

You killed Jenkins!

SAREN

Prove it! Give me one reason why you think I was there that doesn’t come from the mind of your vengeful Captain!
SHEPARD

I saw you in my vision! You made contact with the beacon. You’re after whatever secrets the Protheans left behind!

There is a silence. Udina slaps his head. Saren slowly starts laughing. 

SAREN
I’m sorry, are we allowing dreams into this court of evidence now? How can I defend myself against this kind of testimony?
TURIAN COUNCILOR

I agree.

The Council exchanges another series of glances.

ASARI COUNCILOR

We have heard enough and do not find sufficient evidence linking Saren Arterius to the events of Eden Prime. This court will reopen only if and when any new, solid evidence can be presented on the matter. Thank you, gentlemen, you are dismissed. 
Saren snorts as he flickers and vanishes. 

ANDERSON

Councilors I really must protest!

SARALIAN COUNCILOR

We will hear no more. This matter is closed.

The Council flickers and vanishes. A moment of silence passes.

KAIDAN

Well that didn’t go well.

UDINA

(to Anderson)

I knew it was a mistake to bring you into this! It made the Council question our motives before we could even open our mouths! Not that it would have helped!

(to Shepard)

A dream, Commander? You could warn me next time your entire testimony is going to be based on something so inane! You have no idea what you have just done to your career! Anderson, come on, we need to go try and contain this before it gets any bigger. I want you talking to the Alliance, maybe there’s some actual evidence out there we can use!
Anderson shrugs apologetically at Shepard before following Udina out of the chamber. 

ASHLEY

What an ass!

KAIDAN

Yeah, that Udina, he’s quite the charmer.
SHEPARD

I can’t say I blame him, defending someone on the basis of a vision? This isn’t going to go well on his resume. 

LIARA

What do we do now?

ASHLEY

(to Liara)

You’re the egghead. No ideas?

SHEPARD

We go to C-Sec.

KAIDAN

Tell the police? Great idea, Commander! They can arrest Saren for us!

SHEPARD

That turian we bumped into on the way in, Garrus, he mentioned something about Saren. He also told me that the Council wouldn’t listen. Maybe he’s got something that will make them.

ASHLEY

Trusting a turian? Sounds like a dead end to me. 

SHEPARD

We don’t have other options right now. At the very least C-Sec might have a file of their own on Saren that can point us in the right direction.

KAIDAN

Sounds like a plan then, boss.

SHEPARD

Right and they’ll also have a training area. Time to put our new biotic through the ropes. 

LIARA

New biotic?

INT.  CITADEL – C-SEC HEADQUARTERS – TRAINING AREA

We see a wide open enclosed dome. There is a shooting range off to the side where a few C-Sec Agents are firing weapons. The rest of the space is occupied with C-Sec Agents testing out their biotic and engineering abilities on dummies and other practice items. Shepard, Liara, Kaidan and Ashley stand at the entrance watching. Liara looks stunned.
LIARA

I don’t think I can do this.

SHEPARD

You can. If I didn’t think you could, we wouldn’t be here.

KAIDAN

Yeah it’ll be no sweat Doc, just basic biotics.

SHEPARD

And weapons training.

LIARA

But I’ve never fired a gun!

SHEPARD

I know but if you’re going to be on my team that’ll change. I’d rather it be here than on the field. You’ll be fine.

Shepard and Liara exchange a grin. Ashley looks uncomfortable. 

ASHLEY

We should find Garrus.

SHEPARD

Right. 

(to Kaidan)
You have things here?

KAIDAN

Nothing to worry about, Sir. I’ll make the Doc into a better fighter than even you.

SHEPARD

Just make her good.

LIARA

Good…

Shepard and Ashley turn and exit as Liara and Kaidan begin training.
INT. CITADEL – C-SEC HEADQUARTERS – GARRUS’ OFFICE

We see a very official looking, dimly lit room. There are no windows. There is a desk with various sniper rifle parts on it. Garrus is leaning over the desk, cleaning and inspecting the rifle pieces. They are front and center, his computer on the desk looks relatively unused. His chair is pushed back and forgotten. We watch as he skillfully constructs a sniper rifle and aims it through his open doorway. 

P.O.V. SHOT

We see through the scope of Garrus’ rifle. Shepard and Ashley are walking down the corridor to his office. Behind them is a darkly clad salarian. Garrus’ crosshair lingers on Shepard for a second before flicking to the salarian. We fire the electronic discharge as a shot is fired.
GARRUS’ OFFICE

Shepard and Ashley reflexively duck and draw their weapons. Ashley is quicker than Shepard to point her gun at Garrus.

ASHLEY

Okay drop it!
GARRUS

(putting down his gun)

Relax, if I had wanted you dead I wouldn’t have shot him.

Garrus walks over and inspects the body.

I know this guy; he was a freelance assassin working out of Chora’s Den. Saren must have hired him to come after you.

Garrus inspects the body and finds hidden pistol.

Guess the trial went better than I thought, enough to put the scare on anyway. Hmmm… this changes things. We’ll have to move faster now. Follow me.

Garrus starts walking back the way Shepard and Ashley came. Shepard and Ashley exchange a look.

SHEPARD

What’s this about, Garrus?
Shepard and Ashley start to follow.

GARRUS

Three days ago, when the case came in, I got a lead right away. One of my quarian contacts recovered a damage audio log from a geth memory bank. She arrived on the Citadel yesterday but was abducted before she could make the handoff. Obviously one of Saren’s men got to her before I did. 

C-SEC HEADQUARTERS – ELEVATOR

Garrus, Shepard and Ashley step into the elevator, which starts to descend.

ASHLEY

How do you know she was kidnapped? Why not simply kill her and destroy the data?

GARRUS

No, I warned her that something like this might happen. She didn’t have the data on her; she was simply going to tell me its location. They’ll want to get that out of her before disposing with the body. 

SHEPARD

Torture?

GARRUS

More than likely. I know exactly where she’s been held. Everyone knows that Fist, one of the local thug bosses based out of Chora’s Den, is on Saren’s payroll. Hired to be a contact to the underworld or some crap like that. That’s where they have her. I pleaded with the morons here to give me a squad to clean the place out. I even went to the damn Council! “Not enough evidence for that kind of force”, they said.
SHEPARD

But I take it you’ve thought of a way around.

The elevator stops. Shepard, Ashley and Garrus exit.

C-SEC HEADQUARTERS – HOLDING CELLS

GARRUS

Possibly. C-Sec may not be willing to help me bust Saren but I know you want more evidence. This is the best lead I have. Together we can go in there and take it!

ASHLEY

Why are you so determined to prove him guilty? I thought turians liked to stick together.

GARRUS

I hate criminals, no matter what color blood they bleed and Saren is the worst kind; one who boasts. All the while I was looking into him I knew he was guilty and he didn’t care. Smug bastard is so sure he’s covered his tracks. No, he must be brought to justice; any means necessary.

SHEPARD

I admire your conviction. What are we doing here though?

GARRUS

Last night a C-Sec patrol brought in someone threatening to tear down all of Chora’s Den just to kill Fist. Trust me, you’re going to want to talk to him.
Shepard, Garrus and Ashley turn a corner. An occupied cell comes into view. URDNOT WREX is the sole occupant. The enormous krogan is pacing back and forth looking in an extremely foul mood. Upon seeing Garrus, however, his countenance lightens.
WREX

Garrus, finally they send a turian with quads. Can I do my job now?

(noticing Shepard)

Who the hell are you? 
ASHLEY

That’s pleasant.

SHEPARD

Commander Shepard, Alliance Navy, I hear you’re after a man called Fist.
WREX

(grunting)

You could say that. Since when did the Alliance care?

ASHLEY

They don’t.

SHEPARD

But I represent a small team of individuals right now… and taking down Fist just became a priority.

WREX

Good for you. 

ASHLEY

You’re not acting like somebody who wants to be let out.

WREX

I don’t need to. Chora’s Den may masquerade as a club but it is fortified enough to be a fortress. Garrus brought you down here. You need me, and as long as it means killing Fist I don’t mind working for you.

SHEPARD

Who said anything about killing him?

WREX

The Shadow Broker wants him gone, that is my contract. I always honor my contract. 
GARRUS

The Shadow Broker deals with interplanetary information and matters of galactic importance, how could a small timer like Fist have managed to piss him off?

WREX

Don’t know, don’t really care either. What do you want him for?
SHEPARD

I don’t want him for anything. This mission is strictly hostage extraction.

WREX

Fist got his paws on an Alliance rep or something? 

(pause)

That complicates things further. We’ll need him alive to get the hostage.

ASHLEY

“We”?

WREX

Yeah, I’m in. If you can make it so I don’t have to shoot my way out of this damned cell I’ll help you.
SHEPARD

My ranking can pull some strings. Garrus – 

GARRUS

On it.

Garrus approaches a keypad next to the cell and hits several buttons. After a second the keypad flashes. Shepard steps over and hits a code. The flashing stops and it is replaced with a steady green. Wrex’s door opens.

WREX

Hang on, not leaving without my shotgun.
C-SEC HEADQUARTERS – TRAINING AREA

Kaidan has Liara shooting targets as Shepard, Garrus, Ashley and Wrex approach. Liara is fitting the target fairly accurately but looks nervous. Upon hearing Shepard approaching she turns and, smiling, accidently fires the gun off to the side. Off camera we hear a man scream. Shepard winces as Liara looks horrified. Kaidan laughs.

KAIDAN

Don’t worry, it’s nonlethal low-power disrupter ammo here. He’ll live. 
(noticing Wrex)

I see the team just keeps branching out. Are we getting a hanar next?

SHEPARD

I hope you two are ready for action. We’re going clubbing.    


INT. CITADEL – CHORA’S DEN ENTRANCE

We see an angry volus arguing with a krogan bouncer. The volus is trying to gain access to the club and is standing at the head of a long line of various humans, turians and salarians; all of whom appear to be of less than reputable stature. 
VOLUS

I don’t think you understand; I’m meeting a very important client soon. I belong in there!

BOUNCER

If you belonged in there then you’d be in there. Step out of line.

VOLUS

Maybe there’s someone else I should speak to?

BOUNCER

Step out of line now!

Shepard, Wrex, Garrus, Ashley, Kaidan and Liara approach from behind the volus.

VOLUS

I am a very important information agent and I will not be –

BOUNCER

(ignoring volus)

Wrex! I thought I told you not to come back here! You know the only way you’re getting in is through my charred corpse!

WREX

Fair enough.

In a flash, Wrex draws his shotgun and fires two shots through the bouncer. The bouncer slouches to the floor, dead. Shepard gives Wrex a look.
LIARA

You just shot him…

WREX

I called his bluff. We would have had to kill him anyway. He’s one of Fist’s guards.

VOLUS

I warned him something bad would happen if he didn’t let me in.

Wrex looks at the volus.

I’ll get out of your way.

INT. CITADEL – CHORA’S DEN

Shepard, Wrex, Liara, Garrus, Kaidan and Ashley enter Chora’s Den. We see that it is a very indeed a very seedy intergalactic nightclub. Scantily clad asari dancers sway sensuously atop platforms surrounded by drooling men. There is also a bar with a Batarian bartender serving drinks. Several of the men and krogan walking around are armed. Shepard looks around the room and takes it all in. He then exchanges a glance with the rest of his crew. Everybody draws their weapons. Shepard fires a quick pulse into the air. The movement of the club screeches to a halt and all of Fist’s guards draw their guns.
FIST THUG 1

Can we help you with something, fella?

SHEPARD

I’m Commander Shepard with the Alliance Navy. Now that I have your attention, we’re looking for Fist. Everyone else: I suggest you clear out of here… now.

The inhabitants of Chora’s Den exchange frightened glances with one another and then stampede for the door; in the midst of the jumble the guards are distracted. Ashley sees one of them taking what appears to be a struggling quarian into another room.
ASHLEY

Shepard, look over there! They’ve got her in that room!

FIST THUG 2

They’re going for the quarian! Don’t let any into that room alive!

FIST’S THUGS (8) open fire on Shepard and his crew. Liara quickly squeals and dives behind the bar for cover. She cowers there as one of Fist’s men advances on her with an assault rifle. Suddenly he is shot several times by Shepard, who pivots to take out another thug that is trying to hone in on him with a sniper rifle. Ashley kicks a table over and prepares to engage in a firefight with two of the thugs. As she begins the table glows blue and flies forward, crashing into the two thugs and knocking them out. Ashley turns to see Kaidan nodding at her; he is crouched behind a table of his own along with Garrus. Garrus shoots the thug nearest to the door to the back room with his sniper rifle. Wrex charges the thug nearest him and blows a hole in the man’s torso with his shotgun. He then picks up the body and proceeds to use it as a shield against the remaining two thugs, both of whom are armed only with pistols. Wrex chucks the body at one, hitting him square in the chest and rendering him unconscious. The remaining thug screams and bolts for the door but is gunned down by FIST who has appeared from the back room, dragging a bound TALI'ZORAH NAR RAYYA with him. He places a pistol to her head. 
FIST

I think that’s enough of that! Drop your weapons or I’ll blow a hole right through this pretty little mask and add quarian brains to the décor. 
Shepard looks to his team and motions for them to put down their weapons. Wrex takes the longest to do so before grunting and tossing down his shotgun. 

That’s it. I knew you’d see it my way. 
SHEPARD

Give up, Fist, you have nowhere to go. The Shadow Broker wants you dead. Hand over the quarian and you’ll be taken into Alliance custody for protection. 
FIST

Don’t make me laugh, Shepard. If you wanted me alive you wouldn’t have brought the krogan. 
SHEPARD

Wrex is under my orders. You have my word that if you cooperate you will not be harmed.

Shepard and Wrex exchange looks.

TALI

Please help me!

SHEPARD

I will. Let her go, Fist, we can work this out.

As he is talking to Fist, Shepard makes the smallest motion with his fingers. Nobody besides Kaidan reacts. Kaidan nods and quietly powers up his biotics. Behind Fist a table starts to rise.

FIST

You’re right, Commander, we can. Here is how it is going to work; me and my friend are going to leave now. If I see any of you following: she dies. See? That works simple enough.

SHEPARD

That’s just not going to happen.

FIST

Well then, I guess this is on you.

SHEPARD

It always is – now Kaidan!

Kaidan launches the table at Fist. Fist turns around but is struck before he can react further. He goes flying across the floor while Tali falls forward. Shepard dives forward on top of her, using his body as a shield. Fist is on his feet in a flash and fires at Shepard. However, the shot is deflected as Liara stumbles in the path of the bolt, the laser being absorbed harmlessly in her barrier shield. Fist starts to run and plows right into Wrex. The impact knocks Fist back on his ass, leaving Wrex standing over him.

FIST

No wait – 

Wrex shoots Fist, killing him. Liara helps Shepard up. Shepard in turn cuts Tali’s bonds and she clambers to her feet.
SHEPARD

You okay?

TALI

Yes thank you, now that I’m free of that bosh'tet! 

(looking around at them)

Let me guess, you want the Geth audio recording right?

KAIDAN

We’re that obvious?

TALI

It’s what everyone wants recently.

(to Garrus)

I take it you’re my C-Sec contact?

GARRUS

Garrus Vakarian, yes we were supposed to meet yesterday.

TALI

Fist disguised some men as C-Sec agents. They took me hostage when I refused to tell them where it was.

SHEPARD

Did they hurt you?

TALI

Nothing I can’t handle.

(pause)

I’m Tali, Tali'Zorah nar Rayya. 

KAIDAN

I hope we can just call you Tali?

TALI

Yes that will be fine. Aliens rarely call us by our full names.

ASHLEY

I wonder why?

As the crew continues talking, Shepard takes Liara aside.

SHEPARD

Are you okay? How did you hold up in your first firefight?

LIARA

I was… nervous, I got scared.

SHEPARD

It’s okay to be scared. You did good. I really appreciate that block you threw for me, diving in front of a gun like that; it takes guts.

LIARA

(blushing)

You would have done the same for me. I wasn’t thinking…

SHEPARD

You know, it can be in those moments when we’re not thinking that we find out who we really are. You’re brave, Liara. 

Liara looks at Shepard and smiles. He returns the grin.

ASHLEY

Hey, is it alright with you two if we get out of here now? Saren might have more men on this station and I don’t want to stand around until they get here.

SHEPARD

Right, let’s pick up Tali’s data and head for the Council Chamber. They’re going to want to hear this.

INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL CHAMBER

The three giant holographic projections of the Council members are present. Udina and Anderson stand in the main circle before them. Shepard, Liara, Ashley, Kaidan, Tali, Garrus and Wrex stand just behind Anderson and Udina, on the corridor leading to the platform. The geth’s audio log is currently being played through the speakers in the chamber. Four Citadel guards stand at the chamber entrance. 
SAREN (V.O.)

The beacon at Eden Prime has proven to be a true victory. We are now one step closer to finding the Conduit.
BENEZIA (V.O.)

And one step closer to the return of the Reapers.

At the sound of Benezia’s voice, Liara’s eyes widen. Shepard too reacts at the word “Reapers”. He puts his hand on his temple as massages it as if suddenly gaining a headache. 
ASHLEY

Shepard, are you alright?

UDINA

(to Council)

You wanted proof? There it is! Now will you act or will we still be treated like second-class citizens? 

ASARI COUNSILOR

The rights of humanity were never subject to repression. We simply needed concrete evidence of Saren’s treachery. Now that we have it, we can proceed with the next logical step. 

TURIAN COUNSILOR

Agreed, it is troubling, however, to learn that he has an ally. That was Matriarch Benezia’s voice, was it not?
SALARIAN COUNSILOR

Indeed and if Saren has rallied an asari matriarch to his cause then who knows who else may be following him. 

LIARA

(exclaiming)

Maybe she’s not really following him? She wouldn’t follow a murderer! She wouldn’t!

TURIAN COUNSILOR

Is that – 

ASARI COUNSILOR

Dr. Liara T’Soni; sixth born daughter of Matriarch Benezia. It would seem that Saren sent a spy to infiltrate the Commander’s team.

All eyes turn on Liara.

ASHLEY

I knew it was more than coincidence. You just show up on Eden Prime and then Saren happens to follow! You’ve been trying to kill the Commander from the beginning!

Ashley draws her assault rifle and points it at Liara.

LIARA

What? No I – 

TURIAN COUNCILOR

Guards, take the Doctor into custody!

The Citadel guards advance on Liara. Liara looks around wild-eyed and confused. Shepard calmly raises his rifle and fires a burst into the ground in front of the Citadel guards.

SHEPARD

That’s close enough. Kaidan, Garrus, Wrex; relieve them of their weapons. 
UDINA

Shepard, what are you doing?

ASARI COUNSILOR

Commander, you and your men will stand down!

SHEPARD

With all due respect, Council, we will not.

Shepard approaches Liara. Kaidan, Garrus and Wrex approach the guards. Garrus and Kaidan point their own guns at two of the guards, who lay down their arms after some consideration. Wrex simply looks at the other two who both quickly relinquish their arms.

ASHLEY

Shepard?

TURIAN COUNSILOR

Stop this outrageous behavior! 

Shepard ignores this and stops directly in front of Liara.

SHEPARD

Liara, take out your pistol.

Liara hesitates but then complies.

Good. Now, kill me. 

Liara’s face contorts in shock. There is a collective intake of air within the Council Chamber.

ASHLEY

Commander, no!

ANDERSON

I, too, must question this.

SHEPARD

I know what I’m doing. Liara, didn’t you hear what I said? Shoot!

Liara looks terrified. She stares at Shepard imploringly and shakes her head.

Damn it, T’Soni that was an order! Fire, now! Now! I am giving you a command and you will obey!
Liara starts to cry.

Don’t blub up on me! Fire! Now! Shoot damn it! You timid tentacle-headed excuse for a soldier, you want to be on my squad then obey! 
KAIDAN

Commander… 

SHEPARD

Liara, pull that trigger now!

Liara looks at him, openly sobbing, and drops the gun. Shepard grabs her and hugs her to his chest as she cries. He glares up at the Council.

I trust my team. If I didn’t, they wouldn’t be here. That should be enough for you.
The Council exchange glances.

UDINA

Shepard, we will speak about your outburst later. Council, I must apologize for the Commander’s behavior. It in no way reflects –

SALARIAN COUNCILOR

That is quite all right, Ambassador.
ASARI COUNCILOR

Indeed. We originally wanted him here to witness his character in person. Now that we have, I think we can render judgment.

TURIAN COUNSILOR

I still think this is hardly the time to make such an important declaration. Humanity is not ready! 
SALARIAN COUNCILOR

It is the perfect time. Commander Shepard has demonstrated his competence in tracking down evidence against Saren. Add that to his astonishing military record and character profile and there is nothing more to discuss. 


ASARI COUNSILOR

Agreed, we summoned the Commander here for Spectre evaluation. He has passed the test. 

(to Shepard)

Commander Shepard, if you accept this offer, please step forward and kneel.

Shepard leaves Liara and steps onto the platform again. Anderson and Udina shrink back. Shepard kneels down. Instantly a giant holographic image of him is projected on the same level as the Council.

It is the decision of this Council that you be granted all the powers and privileges of the Special Tactics and Reconnaissance branch of the Citadel.

TURIAN COUNSILOR

Spectres are not trained but chosen. Individuals forged in the fire of service and battle, those whose actions elevate them above rank and file.

SALARIAN COUNSILOR

Spectres are an ideal, a symbol. The embodiment of courage, determination and self-reliance. They are the right hand of the Council, instruments of our will.

TURIAN COUNSILOR

Spectres bear a great burden. They are protectors of galactic peace, both our first and last line of defense. The safety of the galaxy is theirs to uphold. 

ASARI COUNSILOR

Now rise, Commander Shepard. You are the first human spectre in our history. This great honor is yours.
Shepard stands, his hologram vanishes. 
SALARIAN COUNSILOR

We are sending you into the traverse after the fugitive, Saren. You are free to use any and all methods at your disposal to capture or eliminate him. 
SHEPARD

Thank you, Councilors. What about these “Reapers” mentioned in the voice recording? They too may pose a threat. 

ASARI COUNSILOR

We leave that for your investigation to determine, Commander. 
SHEPARD

Understood, any leads on Saren’s current location?

TURIAN COUNSILOR

None on Saren but it is fairly common knowledge that Matriarch Benezia has a large investment in Binary Helix on Noveria. We suggest you start there. 

ASARI COUNSILOR

This meeting of the Citadel Council is adjourned. We await your future contact, Commander.
The Council flickers and fades from view. 
UDINA

Remarkable, Shepard, I don’t know how but somehow you managed to pull it off. This is a major win for humanity. They can’t keep us off the Council for much longer now.
ANDERSON

A seat on the Council? There are more pressing matters here, Ambassador! We can focus on political gains after Saren has been put into the ground.

UDINA

Hopefully such harshness won’t be necessary. It will go a long way in impressing the other species, particularly the turians, if he can be brought back alive.

GARRUS

You must be joking.
ANDERSON

Of course it will be the Commander’s decision. But I think we all know that Saren won’t willingly submit to arrest. He’s tough… 

(to Shepard)

You’ll need a well-honed team of specialists and shock troops to bring him down. Do you have a command crew in mind for the mission?

Shepard looks over at Kaidan, Ashley, Liara, Garrus, Wrex and Tali. He grins.

SHEPARD

I have who I need.
UDINA

Good, now there is just the matter of your ship…

INT. NOVERIA – BINARY HELIX LABS – RESEARCH LAB 23

We see a long, narrow research lab made up of rows of long tables with all the chairs pushed in. The tables are covered in various stacks of notes and vials of misc. liquids. There is a computer every few meters. Beside the door leading in and out there is a desk where the overseer would normally sit. A human RESEARCHER runs screaming through the lab, stumbling over the bodies of his fellow researchers (they are all human). He pushes by chairs and knocks over several vials on one of the tables. He is almost to the door when he is tackled from behind by the snarling Saren and pinned to the desk. The researcher’s eyes are wide with terror as he stares up at Saren, who pins him to desk with his metallic arm. 
RESEARCHER

Please, please don’t kill me.

SAREN

Shut up you fleshy ape! Your kind has driven this fate upon the galaxy!

Saren’s head jerks as his mechanical implants temporarily flare up.

RESEARCHER

We only did what the Matriarch ordered… I’m sorry.

SAREN

Sorry? That’s not good enough, human! If only you could grasp what the consequences of your actions will – 

Matriarch Benezia enters.

(to Benezia)

Yes, what is it?
BENEZIA

You summoned me. Remember?

Saren’s head twitches again.

SAREN

Yes, I did. There has been a change in plans. My Spectre status has been revoked; it can only mean that the Council has learned the truth at last. We can expect a pursuer to be sniffing on our trail any day now. 

BENEZIA

What do you want me to do about it?

SAREN

Your ties with this company are much too public. It is likely that the pursuing Spectre will come here first. When they arrive, kill them. Use any and all weapons this facility has produced. I’m going ahead to Virmire to oversee the final stages there. When the Spectre is dead and only when, you may follow. Am I understood?

BENEZIA

You are.

Benezia bows.

RESEARCHER

(to Benezia)

Please, ask him to let me go… I have a daughter.

BENEZIA

(like a veil being lifted)

A daughter?

SAREN

(to Researcher)

Ha! Only one? I would have thought at least five, your species breeds in such numbers! It must be a terrible shame, imagine it: growing up without a father!

BENEZIA

(stupefied)

Yes, so sad really.

Saren looks up and glares at Benezia. The misty look vanishes from her eyes and she returns to her composure. 
It might help my efforts here if you did not murder the entire work staff. I will need them to control the creatures.

Saren relaxes his grip on the researcher’s throat.

SAREN

Yes, I suppose you will. But you’ll do fine without this one!

Saren’s mechanical hand snaps the researcher’s neck and he tears out of the room, smashing his cybernetic arm into the wall several times in the process. 
INT. CITADEL – HANGER ENTRANCE

The entrance to the hanger appears as a rounded tunnel in the varying blue lighting of the Citadel. The walls are all the standard blank shine of the rest of the presidium. In front of the entryway there are several installed plants to give warmth and a sense of the natural to the atmosphere. By the tunnel stands human reporter KHALISAH AL-JILANI with a hovering camera robot. She raises her hand as Shepard, Anderson and Kaidan approach.
SHEPARD

(to Kaidan)

Have the requested personnel transfers from the Kotor cleared yet? 

KAIDAN

Without a problem, you’re being a Spectre cuts through a lot of the red-tape. Plus I think the Council is eager to bring Saren in. 
SHEPARD

Good, flying into our hardest assignment yet with on a new ship, I’m not too fond of the decision.

ANDERSON

It is standard procedure for a Spectre to receive a ship after induction. Besides, where you’re going you’ll need something a bit newer than the Kotor. She was a fine ship, Commander, but her day is passed.

SHEPARD

I knew her capabilities though: what she could do, what she couldn’t.

ANDERSON

Trust me, if your new ship performs at even half capacity she’ll be performing miracles. Leave the Kotor to Captain Taylor.
KHALISAH AL-JILANI
Commander Shepard, Khalisah Al-Jilani; Westerlund News, I was wondering if I could have moment of your time?
SHEPARD

I’m afraid not. 

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
It’s important for the people to hear your story!

SHEPARD

I’m sorry I don’t have time. Lt. Alenko, would you care for press duty?

KAIDAN

Huh?

SHEPARD

Good to hear. You know the drill. I’ll see you in the hanger shortly.

Shepard and Anderson continue walking.

KAIDAN

(to Shepard)

You owe me for this.
(to Khalisah)

Ma’am, unfortunately the Commander is unavailable to take questions at the moment. However I can answer any and all inquiries you have’ within regulations of course.

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
I’m a top news reporter. I didn’t get this job by wasting time talking to small fish like you. 

KAIDAN

Sorry, you’ll just have to settle. 

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
Your name, are you Lt. Kaidan Alenko?

KAIDAN

The one and only, hopefully I’m not too small of a fish.

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
No, no, the famed Lt. Alenko, you’ll do just fine. Tell me Lieutenant; what is it like to be deflected into the spotlight yet forever be in Shepard’s shadow?

KAIDAN

I… 

Kaidan looks genuinely upset.

This interview is over. Excuse me. 

Kaidan brushes by Khalisah and heads down the entryway after Shepard and Anderson. Khalisah smirks.

 KHALISAH AL-JILANI
Oh, I think I touched a nerve there.
INT. CITADEL – HANGER ENTRANCE CORRIDOR 

Shepard walks through the corridor alongside Anderson. As they walk various citadel species pass by. 

SHEPARD

Captain Anderson, may I ask you something?

ANDERSON
Of course, Shepard, no need to take the formal tone. I can guess your question: about Saren right?
SHEPARD

At the hearing he spoke like he knew you; hard to believe that turian ever working with us on an Alliance operation.

ANDERSON

It wasn’t anything to do with the Alliance. Believe it or not, about eighteen years ago I was selected as a candidate for the first human spectre. As one of the Council’s top agents, Saren was picked to accompany me on a series of missions and observe my progress.
SHEPARD

I’m guessing he didn’t pass you.

Anderson nods. Kaidan walks by in the background, briefly saluting Shepard as he passes. He still looks slightly upset.

ANDERSON

Our first mission was investigating illegal A.I. research at a station on Sidon. We were to go in, arrest those responsible and disappear: a standard ghost mission. 
SHEPARD

What happened?

ANDERSON

Saren suggested we split up to cover more exits and insure that the culprits couldn’t escape. I agreed. I entered directly into the research labs; he went in through a complex directly connecting. About an hour into the mission I hear an explosion. The next thing I know the entire installation is up in flames and people are screaming to get out.
SHEPARD

You think Saren caused the explosion?

ANDERSON

I’m sure of it. Yet when I went before the Council I had no proof. Saren was able to spin the entire operation against me: he claimed that I had blown cover so he had to detonate charges to insure that the A.I. research wasn’t removed before we could secure it. Who do you think the Council believed; me or their top spectre?
SHEPARD

So Saren blew up the entire complex just to prevent humanity from entering the spectres.

ANDERSON

You’ve seen his hatred for humans. There’s one thing I didn’t mention, Shepard. That facility was a human colony. He wiped out families: parents with children, simply out of malice. To tell you the truth I think he enjoyed it. You should have seen the look on his face returning from that mission, it was the look a starving man has after he’s eaten his first good meal in a month.
SHEPARD

I can’t believe that bastard ruined your chances! You could have been out their instead of serving as an ambassador’s military advisor. 

ANDERSON

I’m not bitter, Shepard, not anymore. I know you’ll bring him down. Besides it’s a lot of pressure. You’re humanity’s first spectre; we’re all counting on you to make the right impression.
SHEPARD

It will be an honor to make you proud, sir. I learned from the best.
ANDERSON

The best teacher is nothing without a good student. 

INT. CITADEL – HANGER - ELEVATOR

Anderson and Shepard step into an elevator at the end of the hall. It starts to slowly descend, quickly picking up speed. The elevator has round glass walls but for the moment the only thing the two can see is the immediate wall of the Citadel.
ANDERSON

Do you know the adage used for when a spectre is given his new ship?

SHEPARD

I do not.

ANDERSON

Like a phoenix reborn from its ashes, so too does the spectre soar into life!

As Anderson says the last words, the elevator descends past the walls of the Citadel and into the open stretch of the hanger. We see for the first time the enormity of the Citadel as literally hundreds of ships are docked along one of many massive hanger ports. The closest ship in focus is the SSV Normandy, which gleams as a shining jewel of new technology amongst the rest of the spaceships. There are hundreds of people bustling around the Normandy; it is evident that the ship is being loaded up for its departure. Currently its main cargo bay door is opened and the intimidating M35 Mako is being prepared for loading. We see battalions of Alliance military soldiers being lined up as the elevator slows to a halt at ground level. 

EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY PORT
The elevator doors open and Shepard steps out onto the second level. He looks at the Normandy, speechless, before turning to Anderson. Anderson nods and smirks before beckoning Shepard forward to the railing so he can directly look down onto the ground level and observe the Normandy’s preparations. Shepard steps up and looks down. He sees Ashley walking along a line of Alliance soldiers as she performs an inspection.
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY PORT

We see Garrus sitting on top of several fairly large gun cases nearby Ashley’s inspection line. He is cleaning and inspecting his sniper rifle as Shepard watches from the balcony above.
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY CARGO BAY 

The cargo bay doors are open and the ramp is down. Tali leads the Mako up the ramp slowly. She walks backwards, always keeping her eyes on the Mako and making gestures with her hands to bring it forward.  
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER –NORMANDY ENTRYWAY

Just below Shepard, a long ramp connects the floor of the hanger to the side entry hatch on the Normandy. As Shepard watches, Joker is rolled up to the ramp in a wheelchair by an Alliance soldier. Kaidan is waiting by the ramp and salutes briefly. Joker looks up at the Normandy and smiles before unsteadily standing up and grabbing the railing of the ramp with his left hand. The soldier moves to stop him but is held up by Kaidan who raises a hand signaling that is all right. Joker nods back before progressing shakily across the ramp. Several times he looks like will fall but keeps his balance.
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY SIDE HATCH

As Joker reaches the outer door of Normandy’s side hatch it slides open before him. Reaching out gingerly he places his hand on the cool metal and smiles before tripping and nearly falling down. Liara appears from inside the corridor and catches him.
LIARA

Easy there, I’ve got you.

Joker blushes slightly as he is helped to his feet.

JOKER

(sarcastically)

Oh no, you ruined it! I was just about to do my diving entrance too.

LIARA

Oh no you were! I’m sorry, I shouldn’t have gotten in the way.

JOKER

You don’t get out too much, do you? Dr. T’Soni, I presume?

LIARA

It’s Liara.

JOKER

I’ll keep that in mind. I’m Joker. 

LIARA

Joker, what a peculiar nickname. Are you very funny? 

JOKER

I like to think so.

Liara smiles and steps aside.

LIARA

Can I help you to the cockpit?

JOKER

No thanks…

Joker rubs the metal walls of the ship again.

I’m home now.

Liara grins as Joker hobbles past her. She stands in the doorway for several seconds before looking up at Shepard. 
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY PORT

Shepard smiles down at her affectionately. Liara blushes and looks away briefly before grinning back up at him. Shepard’s focus is snapped away as Wrex nudges him in passing. The krogan chuckles as he walks away. Shepard looks back down for Liara but she is gone. Suddenly he is bumped again, this time by a small green, spider-like keeper. Shepard follows the alien several paces until it stops at a service terminal. He is just about to approach it when a holographic asari-looking V.I. (AVINA) flashes to life from a terminal to his right.
AVINA

I am Avina, your one and only source for Citadel directory knowledge and inquiry. Please do not disturb the keepers. 
SHEPARD 

Tell it to stay away from my ship then!
AVINA

I’m sorry but your request cannot be computed. The keepers predate discovery of the Citadel and are believed to be left over from the time of the Protheans. It is unknown – 

SHEPARD

I didn’t make a history request, just simply instruct it to deep its distance from my ship. Use the most basic communication dialect you have and – 

AVINA

I am sorry but your request cannot be computed. Please do not disturb the keepers. 
SHEPARD

I don’t want it near my ship if I can’t even talk to it. 

Shepard draws his pistol. He advances slowly toward the keeper.

Hey, uh, I’m not sure if you can understand me but hopefully you’ll get the message,
(waves gun at keeper)

Just back away now and nothing more will – 

As Shepard nears the keeper it turns and promptly explodes causing Shepard to be thrown back.

AVINA

I am sorry but the keeper you are attempting to communicate with has exploded. Please remember in the future to not disturb the keepers and thank you for using Avina. 

Avina vanishes as Shepard climbs to his feet. He looks at the charred spot on the ground where the keeper was and scratches his head quizzically. 

KAIDAN (O.C.)

(shouting)

Commander Shepard, if you are all done blowing up helpless alien life forms, the Normandy is ready for her maiden voyage… sir!
EXT. CITADEL – HANGER – NORMANDY 

We see a close shot of the Normandy’s engines pulsing to life. The clamps holding the Normandy in place lose their suction and detach with a mechanical hiss. Slowly the Normandy withdraws and comes about.

EXT. CITADEL – HANGER BAY

A crowd of people watch as the Normandy departs. MIRANDA LAWSON can be seen in the midst of the onlookers. 
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

We see Joker seated comfortably in the pilot’s chair while Kaidan performs mandatory copilot duties. Shepard approaches from behind, nodding as he walks past the various crew members (all human) performing their tasks. He passes Pressly and claps him on the shoulder. Pressly nods but looks slightly uncomfortable. Shepard comes to a halt a few feet behind Joker and Kaidan.
SHEPARD

Joker: status report, how does she run?

JOKER

Smooth as silk, Commander. We definitely should have incorporated turian engine design before now.
SHEPARD

Remember nothing fancy yet. Save it for the geth. 
(to Kaidan)

Assemble the rest of the command crew. They should see the view.

EXT. CITADEL 
For the first time we see the grandeur of the Citadel. As the Normandy speeds out of the central hub the beginnings of all five arms become visible. Around the Normandy are a wealth of other ships, some are merchant and civilian class heading in and out of the various ports while others are C-Sec patrols maintaining security.
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Liara, Ashley, Tali and Garrus all appear behind Shepard and regard the spectacle in front of them. Pressly looks even more uncomfortable and quickly retreats.  
ASHLEY

Where’s Wrex?

KAIDAN

He didn’t strike me as the star-gazing type.
GARRUS

We weren’t really called up here just to admire the view?

SHEPARD

I wanted to make sure everyone understood our mission and what’s at stake. Take a good long look out there. The Citadel; it’s the last thing standing from the Prothean civilization apart from the mass relays. When we first found it, it was lifeless with nothing crawling on it but the keepers. If Saren succeeds, that will happen again. Let me make this clear right now: we are not going to let it happen again.
Joker flips on the intercom so that Shepard’s message is transmitted through the ship.

INT. NORMANDY – GALAXY MAP ROOM
We see Pressly running a check with an officer. Both look up as Shepard’s voice echoes over their heads. 

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Saren will run, we will follow him.

INT. NORMANDY – SPARRING QUARTERS

Wrex looks up from inspecting the training equipment. 
SHEPARD (O.C.)

He will try to hide but we will find him.
INT. NORMANDY – MED LAB
Dr. Chakwas administers a shot of some type of medication to a soldier as Shepard’s message plays.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

We will face the geth with the full fury of a united Citadel-species front. 

INT. NORMANDY – ENGINE ROOM

We see multiple technicians performing maintenance checks on the ship’s engines. 

SHEPARD (O.C.)

And together we will crush him! 
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Joker flips off the intercom as Shepard finishes his speech. Shepard looks around to get a handle on the effect of his words. Almost everyone has a smug look of confidence except Liara, who continues to look nervous. Tali is unreadable. After a second Tali looks up past Shepard and out into space.

TALI

Hard to believe anyone would dream of attacking the Citadel with a ship like that to defend her.

EXT. CITADEL

The enormous asari warship, the Destiny Ascension, looms in front of the Normandy as it speeds out into open space. 

TALI (O.C.)

That thing’s got to be larger than half the ships in the Flotilla combined.

ASHLEY (O.C.)

I thought Jump Zero was big…
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Shepard and the others are still gazing out the viewport. Liara has disappeared and Garrus is starting to back away.

KAIDAN

Hey Garrus, isn’t your father in charge of that thing?
GARRUS

Yes, dad always liked to have intimidation on his side. 
ASHLEY

But that’s not turian design. That ship must be full of asari.
GARRUS

Yeah… dad always liked them too.
Garrus turns and disappears off into the ship. 

JOKER

Sounds like someone’s got issues.

SHEPARD

Not your job to worry about, just plot us through the Horse Head Nebula relay.
JOKER

Your wish is my command, sir.
ASHLEY

Where did Dr. T’Soni go?

KAIDAN

Probably scurried back to her lab to research some more extinct civilizations; there’s not a more fun way to spend the day.
SHEPARD

Kaidan, I wish to speak with you in my quarters in thirty minutes.

KAIDAN

Can’t it be now?

SHEPARD

No, I have a prior engagement. Ash, go make sure all of the crew’s firearms are secured within the barracks.

ASHLEY

Aye-aye skipper.

SHEPARD

Tali, I understand you’ve been having some success with the Mako?

TALI

The controls are clunky and take some getting used to but I’m slowly figuring it out.

SHEPARD

Good to hear. Get familiar with it, come mission time you’re going to be driving.

TALI

I’m driving?
SHEPARD

(to Kaidan)

See you in thirty, lieutenant.
Shepard leaves the cockpit.

JOKER

(to Tali)

Man I took a look at the Mako’s steering specs last night. I do not envy you.

TALI

Keelah… 
INT. NORMANDY – ARMORY 

We see the door to the armory open and Shepard enter. Inside behind an almost store-like counter is the Normandy’s weapon expert. He grins and nods as Shepard enters. 
WEAPON EXPERT

Commander Shepard, a privilege to see you in here, sir! 
SHEPARD

Yes well, you said you had some exciting new firepower to show me. You know I love my guns. 
WEAPON EXPERT

A soldier’s best friend: just wait until you see this hardware. I never knew. The Council really saves the best for the spectres. 
SHEPARD

Let’s see what you got.

The weapon expert fishes around behind the counter and places a pistol, assault rifle, shotgun, and sniper rifle on the counter.

WEAPON EXPERT

Top of the line HMW spectre assault weapon; each gun is capable of firing tungsten, disrupter, warp, and shredder ammo. The shotgun fires devastating five-round bursts while the sniper rifle is capable of hitting the horns of a salarian at nine hundred yards without even trying. The pistol packs more punch than your average krogan pit-fighter and the assault rifle lays down over a hundred consecutive shots without overheating. All weapons are collapsible for easy carrying and are extremely light in weight.

SHEPARD

Very good. Equipment each member of my team with one of each.

WEAPON EXPERT

Happy to; there is one other thing…

The weapon expert clears off the counter and reaches down beneath it. He pulls up the M-490 Blackstorm and places it on the counter.
Feast your eyes on the M-490 blackstorm or as it’s more commonly known: the black hole gun.
SHEPARD

I’m interested.

WEAPON EXPERT

You should be. We’re not even allowed to test this one in the ship; they’re afraid of it tearing a hole through the hull.
SHEPARD

What about the shielding?

WEAPON EXPERT

This baby eats shields for breakfast. It fires high-powered particle fields which draw power from increasing mass, which in turn increases gravity, which in turn tears whatever you’re fighting limb from limb. This gun is so horrifying that the Council’s Ease-the-Arms treaty banned it from all conventional warfare. Lucky for us, spectres do not fall under that classification. 
SHEPARD

I like it, what’s the downside?

WEAPON EXPERT

She only carries enough juice for three shots before she needs to be reloaded: a process that is both long and tedious. Trust me though, Commander, three shots in one fight is more than you’ll ever need. 
SHEPARD

All right, I’ll take that too but just one. I don’t like the idea of seven people firing these things at once.

WEAPON EXPERT

The odds of death would be pretty high.
Shepard looks down at the blackstorm and grins. 
INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S QUARTERS
Shepard is seated behind his desk, which faces the door. To the left of the door there’s a screen that is currently scanning through news channels. On Shepard’s desk a computer is currently displaying a screen of Noveria with various readouts. Behind the desk is a door that leads to Shepard’s personal quarters. The right wall is covered with various weaponry with Shepard’s N7 armor tucked neatly to one side. There is an empty chair in front of Shepard’s desk. Kaidan enters and sits. 
KAIDAN

(noticing the news)

Surfing the net in your spare time?

SHEPARD

Always helps to have an open view of the galaxy. Who knows, maybe one station will catch Saren for us.
KAIDAN

You wanted to see me?

SHEPARD

I did. I want your opinion of the new team I’ve put together. 

KAIDAN

As your lieutenant or as your friend? 

SHEPARD

Both would be appreciated. 

KAIDAN

Well, military-wise they all have their uses. Garrus might be the best shot I’ve ever seen and nobody seems to learn machines the way Tali does. As for Wrex, I wouldn’t want to run into him in a dark alley or even really a bright street without some backup. Ash is a model soldier and Liara is the brains: a very solid team at first glance.

SHEPARD

But… 

KAIDAN

But I’m concerned that your miraculous ability to read people has finally failed you. Can we really trust Wrex? Mercenaries by nature aren’t reliable let alone a krogan one. Don’t forget that with the failed Krogan Rebellion and the Genophage his race has plenty of reasons to hold a grudge against the Council.
SHEPARD

I trust him.

KAIDAN

Enough to let him hold a loaded gun at you and order him to fire? Cause that’s what you put Liara through.
SHEPARD

I only did that to prove a point. What do you think of Liara by the way?

KAIDAN

She has the most potential of any biotic out there and all the grace of drunken volus trying to waltz with a hanar. I’m not sure bringing her along was such a good idea. There were plenty of other Prothean experts on the Citadel, ones without maternal ties to our enemies too. 
SHEPARD

Liara’s insight is valuable. Besides she already has field experience with the mission, and I couldn’t simply cut her loose after finding out about her mother…

KAIDAN

Those the real reasons she’s along?
SHEPARD

What are you implying?

KAIDAN

Right, now the subtlety. Shepard, everyone knows you have a thing for our little blue doctor. 
SHEPARD

That really an issue right now?

KAIDAN

Only if the two of you make it one. A pretty girl like that really can get into your head.

SHEPARD

Remember lieutenant, I saw her first.

KAIDAN

Relax, personally my interests are more focused on a certain gunnery chief if you follow me.
SHEPARD

(laughing)

Why am I not surprised? All right, I’ll talk with Wrex if it will put your mind at ease. One last thing, how do you think the crew is taking the transition?

KAIDAN

The N.H.P. quarters are infuriating if that’s what you mean. I knew Pressly was ex-Cerberus but this – 

SHEPARD

Wait what? What are you talking about? 
Kaidan opens his mouth to speak but is interrupted by a jarring impact that knocks both he and Shepard from their chairs. The impact is soon followed by two more. Quickly Shepard grabs the edge of his edge and hauls himself up. Kaidan shakily gets to his feet. Shepard hits the intercom button on his desk.

Joker: status report!
JOKER (O.C.)

We’ve got two geth cruisers coming up on our tail! They just appeared out of nowhere!

SHEPARD

Get the crew to their stations! I’m coming up now.

JOKER (O.C.)

Yes sir.

EXT. SPACE

The Normandy rockets toward the screen with two Geth ships in hot pursuit. The Normandy is performing basic evasive maneuvers as the Geth ships fire pulse laser blasts. 

INT. NORMANDY – CORRIDOR

Shepard races through the ship as another impact occurs. This impact is not as violent as the previous and doesn’t cause Shepard to fall, merely slowing him down for a second.

INT. NORMANDY – GALAXY MAP ROOM/BRIDGE

Shepard enters; he looks and sees Joker forward in the cockpit. Pressly moves quickly over to him.
PRESSLY

Sir, I’ve put shields up and ordered full engine acceleration. 

SHEPARD

Very good, Pressly.
Another impact.

(shouting)

Joker my ship is brand new! Why is she behaving like target practice for some second-grade robots?
JOKER

(shouting)

Oh I’m sorry, Commander! Maybe if the engines weren’t locked up I could put this baby through her paces. Right now it’s like flying with a brick tied to the brakes! 
SHEPARD

Pressly, fire deflectors, buy us some time.

(hitting intercom)

Shepard to engine room, report. Where is my power?
INT. NORMANDY – ENGINE ROOM

A crew of engineers and technicians are furiously working the machinery. As one of them shoots over to the intercom Tali runs in and quickly starts helping. 
ENGINEER 

(hitting intercom)

Sorry sir! It’s the turian design, some of our boys were having trouble figuring it out.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

That’s what Tali is for. 
ENGINEER

Yes sir but she just arrived now. 

INT. NORMANDY – GALAXY MAP ROOM/BRIDGE

Shepard stands at the intercom. He looks at Pressly briefly.

SHEPARD

Just arriving? Did she get lost on the way down? 

TALI (O.C.)

Lost? I had to run half the length of the ship from my stupid N.H.P. cabin! 

SHEPARD

What?

Shepard looks at Pressly. Suddenly there is a pop as the Normandy flares to full power.

EXT. SPACE

The Normandy’s engines blaze a full blue and it pulls sharply ahead of the pursuing geth. 
JOKER (O.C.)

That’s what I’m talking about!

The Normandy pulls up sharply and performs a summersault, settling in behind the closest geth cruiser. The alien craft struggles to escape but the Normandy keeps in hot pursuit while simultaneously avoiding the other geth ship’s pulse fire. 
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Shepard approaches and leans over Joker’s chair.

SHEPARD

That’s more like it. Now, let’s show the geth we mean business. Open Fire!
EXT. SPACE

The Normandy guns erupt with laser blasts. The geth ship is blown apart in seconds. The other geth ship that was trailing behind suddenly peels off, fleeing into space. 
INT. NORMANDY – GALAXY MAP ROOM/BRIDGE

Shepard returns from the cockpit. Pressly looks at him quizzically. 

PRESSLY

They’re abandoning the attack?

SHEPARD

This was simply a diversion. Two ships against a cutting edge Citadel vessel? Saren would know that would fail. This attack was merely a diversion to slow us up, keep us from our real target.

(shouting)

Joker, how far to the relay?

JOKER

(shouting) 

Another hour, tack on one after that to reach Noveria itself. 

SHEPARD

Try to make it faster if possible. We need to get there before Saren can cover his tracks.

(to Pressly)

You, come with me. 

INT. NORMANDY – BRIEFING ROOM

We see a circular room with a space open at the far end to receive holographic transmissions. Chairs border the rest of the room, they are tucked back against the wall leaving an ample, open space for someone to speak and address everyone in the center. There are six chairs. Tali, Garrus, Kaidan, Liara, Wrex and Ashley are present and sitting down. Shepard enters along with Pressly. The two march out into the middle of the room. Shepard turns to Pressly.

SHEPARD

Now then Mr. Pressly, before you is my command crew. Tell me, what do you see?

PRESSLY

Sir?

SHEPARD

You have eyes, man, use them!

PRESSLY

Sir! I, I uh… well I see Lt. Alenko, and Gunnery Chief Williams –

SHEPARD

Who else?

PRESSLY

Uhm, the asari is Dr. uh, Dr. T’Soni I think and the krogan over there is Rat – 

WREX

Wrex.

PRESSLY

My mistake, uhm there’s also… 

SHEPARD

Go on.

Pressly looks at Shepard vacantly.

You can’t answer me. You can’t answer because you don’t know. Something tells me you didn’t care enough to find out!

Shepard takes a step and turns to address the room.

Who can tell me what the N.H.P. quarters are?

GARRUS

They’re our quarters.

SHEPARD

Our?

ASHLEY

The aliens; N.H.P. stands for Non-Human Personnel. 

Shepard looks at Pressly, his face livid.

SHEPARD

And where are these quarters located, near the regular barracks?

GARRUS

We’re in tiny rooms, lowest level, directly under the nose. 

SHEPARD

I see.

(to Tali)

And you had to run from these quarters to the engine room, effectively the entire length of the ship, during an attack?

TALI

Yes I did but perhaps I was too slow to – 

SHEPARD

The entire length of the ship.

KAIDAN

Commander… 

SHEPARD

(to Pressly)

Do you want to tell me why these experts, my crew, are stationed so far away from any of their duties?

PRESSLY

Commander maybe this isn’t the best place to discuss this – 

SHEPARD

Why? Are you feeling embarrassed, disrespected? Do you feel like you’re surrounded and cut off in a hostile environment? Good. Maybe you can understand a little of what you just put my team through. 
PRESSLY

Sir I didn’t mean to – 

SHEPARD

Let blind Cerberus-infused philosophy interfere on my ship? You did, XO! Return to your duties on the bridge, I’ll talk more with you later. 
PRESSLY

Yes sir, I’m sorry, sir. It won’t happen again.

SHEPARD

I’m glad to hear it. You’re a good man, Pressly. Now about with your duties: make sure that the entire crew is comfortably settled into the barracks. 
PRESSLY

(saluting) 

Yes, Commander. 
Pressly shudders, obviously fatigued by this ordeal, and leaves. Shepard remains standing in the middle of the room. A couple of seconds pass. Wrex chuckles. 
WREX

Got to hand it to you, Shepard. You’re a cold-hearted bastard when you want to be. Did everything except gut the guy when you were done. 
ASHLEY

Was that really necessary? The man was trying to do his job!

GARRUS

I’m sorry but what part of his title included discrimination? 
ASHLEY

He was just being careful! You never know who you can trust. We’re after a rogue turian spectre right now.

GARRUS

(leaning forward)

What does turian got to do with it?
LIARA

I think what Ms. Williams meant to say was – 

SHEPARD

Enough! I just lectured Pressly on his job, time we did ours. Liara, you’re the Prothean expert, found any leads research-wise? 
LIARA

A few, yes. I did some digging on the word “reaper” in the common Prothean history archives. 

SHEPARD

Any leads?

LIARA

Nothing in the historical databases however I did find something in the mythology collection. It seems that the reapers were an ancient race of supreme power that brought forth the extinction of the Protheans.
ASHLEY

Like some alien horsemen of the apocalypse? 

LIARA

Precisely, although they were not described as riding any such beast. In fact nothing is known of their description. We have no idea what one could have looked like.

WREX

Like a fat load of nothing probably.

TALI

You said they were just myths.

LIARA

I said they were filed under mythology. It is possible that someone made a mistake. We still do not know how the Protheans went extinct. 

KAIDAN

Why would Saren want to bring back a race that wiped out the Protheans? 

SHEPARD

He probably figures to establish himself as head of the new order.

LIARA
You would know better than I

ASHLEY

What is that supposed to mean?

LIARA
(to Shepard)

You saw the Prothean extinction through the beacon. Such visions would have destroyed a weaker mind. But you, it just makes you more determined. Your connection with the Protheans is only one of the things that fascinates me about you, Shepard.

Ashley raises her eyebrows and looks indignant. 

SHEPARD

(smiling)

I’m fascinating? 

LIARA
(blushing)

No! I mean yes you are but, that is not what I meant to say! Oh dear, this isn’t coming out at all like it did in my brain!

KAIDAN
Spent a little too much time around fossils, doc?
ASHLEY

Seriously, could you be any more obvious?

WREX

If this is turning into a human soap-opera then I’m hitting the sparring arena.

GARRUS
Good plan, I think I’ll join you. 

Wrex and Garrus exit. Tali shifts uncomfortably.

LIARA

I’m sorry, Shepard, er Commander. I didn’t mean to come off so – 

ASHLEY

Desparate?

TALI

Ouch. 

LIARA

I was going to say unprofessional… 

SHEPARD

It’s okay, Liara. You don’t need to be embarrassed about it.
ASHLEY

She doesn’t? 

KAIDAN

Hey Ash, go easy huh?

LIARA

Thank you, Shepard. I’m happy to hear you say that, really. I have an idea that might help us catch Saren.
SHEPARD

Shoot.

LIARA

Have you heard of an asari mind-meld?

ASHLEY

Out of the question!

TALI

Why, is it something bad?

SHEPARD

My understanding was that an asari mind-meld was the most intimate act someone of your species could perform with their lover.

LIARA

(blushing again)

Er, well yes it is. But on a more basic level it is a joining of the minds, the two individuals would share memories and past experiences as well the complete feeling of unity with their partner. If I perform the melding with you, I might be able to help you understand your vision.

TALI
Sounds like a good idea to me.

ASHLEY

No it is absolutely out of bounds! I, we can’t allow Shepard’s brain to go under her control! She could erase all of his memories and turn him into a vegetable!
LIARA

I would never –

KAIDAN

I hate to interrupt you, Liara, but I think Ash’s right. Not that I think for a second that you’d ever do anything to intentionally screw up the Commander’s head but from what I’ve heard the melding can have side effects.

(to Shepard)

And your brainwaves haven’t read anywhere near normal since your experience on Eden Prime. 

SHEPARD

(thoughtful)

Perhaps you’re right.

(to Liara)

We’ll keep it as a backup option if we don’t find anything on Noveria. 

LIARA

I was merely trying to help.

SHEPARD

And I appreciate that.

Shepard goes to Liara and puts a hand on her shoulder, smiling. All the while, Ashley’s face looks disgusted.

Are you all right? Do you have everything you need in the lab?

LIARA

Yes I am fine, thank you.

Liara puts her hand over Shepard’s and they hold in for a moment before breaking apart.

SHEPARD

(to Liara)

I’ll come by to check on you later.

(to all)

Crew, dismissed.
Shepard, Kaidan and Tali file out of the room. Liara is about to follow but is grabbed and shoved against the wall by Ashley. Kaidan sees this but does nothing, choosing instead to hang back out of sight of the two women.
ASHLEY

Everyone else might be buying your innocent act but not me! You even send Shepard the wrong glance on Noveria and I’ll fill you with holes!

LIARA

What, I – 

ASHLEY

Stay away from him, you got that?

LIARA

(realization)

Are you threatened by me, Ms. Williams? Because while I hold you in the highest esteems, I do not think the Commander views you in the same way he does me.
Ashley pushes Liara even harder against the wall.

ASHLEY

You’re not even our species!
Ashley walks away from Liara.

And stop being so damn polite when I’m being a bitch to you! 

Ashley passes Kaidan and doesn’t even stop to acknowledge him. Kaidan looks crestfallen and simply stands there in the entrance for several seconds before looking in at Liara, who has her back to him and her face buried in her hands. 

EXT. SPACE – NOVERIA

We see the icy blue planet, Noveria in the middle of the screen. The Normandy flies in from the top right, heading for the planet. 

EXT. NOVERIA – SURFACE

We see a mountain range covered in a blizzard. The Normandy swoops down. The cargo bay doors in the front open and the Mako drops from the Normandy. We see repulse engines firing on the Mako, slowing its descent until it lands roughly on the surface, bouncing several times.

INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

We see Tali in the driver’s seat with Shepard sitting shotgun. Liara, Wrex, Kaidan and Ashley are huddled in a semi-open area behind them, clinging to rails suspended from the ceiling. 

WREX

Well, that was a gentle landing.
TALI

Sorry, this bosh’tet handles like a three-legged varren!

SHEPARD

Make due, it’s only ten miles to Binary Helix’s Peak 15 Facility. 

Shepard flips an intercom.

(to intercom)

Try not to freeze up there, Garrus.

INT. MAKO – TURRET

Garrus is sitting huddled in the Mako’s gun turret. We see him flip a switch to respond.

GARRUS

Yeah, no complaints except that I don’t want to smash my head off the roof of this thing anymore than I already have so if we could drive a little better, that’s be great.

TALI (O.C.)

Shut up!
EXT. NOVERIA – MOUNTAINSIDE

We see an overhead view of the Mako making slow progress through the snow and winds on the mountains. It is impossible to tell if it’s night or day.
ASHLEY (O.C.)

Who would want to do any research in a place like this? The temperature alone must be such a bitch to deal with.

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Noveria is prime real estate because the Citadel has turned a blind eye. Companies can pretty much do anything they want here without attracting Council attention.
LIARA (O.C.)

Would the Council really allow something like this to go on? 

WREX (O.C.)

You need to open your eyes, T’Soni. Ungoverned research usually produces unprecedented fiscal gain. All comes to back to creds.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

It also occasionally produces a monstrosity for us to come and deal with.

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Everybody wins.

EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

We see the Mako approaching the looming structure of the Peak 15 research facility. It stands out as a constant dark shadow behind the swirl of snow.
INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

Tali, Shepard, Ashley and Wrex peer out the front window while Kaidan and Liara remain more absorbed in themselves in the background.

SHEPARD

Scan for heat signatures. Saren probably has a few geth out there waiting for us.
TALI

Anything within five hundred meters should show, even in this weather. 
ASHLEY

What about motion tracking? Incase they’ve figured some way to blend in with the snow.

TALI

That’s up and running too. Anything mechanical comes near us, we’ll see it. 
SHEPARD

Right, when they come it’s a standard sweep and clear plan. Garrus mows down the first wave and then Wrex, Kaidan and Ashley pile out to pick off the survivors. Garrus and I will follow once the major threats have been incapacitated. Once all hostiles are neutralized, Tali will drive the Mako as close as possible to the facility and she and Liara will exit. We enter Peak 15 as a team. There is no telling what Saren has in there waiting for us. 
LIARA

Wait a minute, why am I – 
Alarms on the Mako’s dashboard light up. 

TALI

We’ve got incoming! Five distinct hostiles! Looks like four geth rocket troopers and, Keelah, there’s a colossus out there! 
LIARA

What’s a colossus?

WREX

A very big geth aka something that’s going to explode nice and pretty.
EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

We see a massive geth colossus picking its way through the snow. The four geth rocket troopers run in between the colossus’ legs before opening fire. We see the Mako swerve, missing all the rockets except one, which impacts harmlessly on its shield. We see the head of the geth colossus light up as it prepares to fire a massive pulse.

INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

Shepard notices the colossus preparing to fire.

SHEPARD

Tali, we need evasive maneuvers now!

Tali yanks several levers back sharply.

EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

We see the thrusters surrounding the Mako ignite, propelling it forward and into the air. The geth colossus fires and its pulse blows harmlessly past underneath the Mako. The pulse hits a snow bank a few hundred yards farther back and there is a massive explosion. As the Mako descends it begins firing a rapid-fire machine burst from its turret. The colossus is lit up with tiny holes, all being deflected by its shields.

INT. MAKO – TURRET

Garrus has his hand wrapped fully around the trigger and is squeezing tightly. With his thumb he clicks open a button on top of the main trigger and presses it three times in rapid succession.

EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

We see a series of missiles erupt from the Mako’s turret and strike the colossus. The massive geth war machine staggers back as one of the missiles blows off a leg. The geth rocket troopers have scattered and are taking shots at the Mako. We see one final missile launch from the Mako’s turret. It strikes the geth colossus dead center, causing the machine to explode. One of the geth rocket troopers is crushed by the debris thrown up in the explosion. The Mako lands hard in the snow and skids to one side. As it stops, the side hatch bursts open and Ashley, Wrex and Kaidan file out, all in full combat suits.
SHEPARD (O.C.)
Take it to them!
We see Wrex charge one of the geth rocket troopers. The two collide and Wrex plows the geth back into the snow. In the collision, the geth is separated from its weapon. As it reaches for it, Wrex reaches behind his back and retrieves his shotgun. He blasts the geth mid-chest, causing the entire upper half to erupt in a cascade of burnt metal. Wrex holds the shotgun up in front of his helmet.

WREX

I like this gun.
We see Kaidain charging past Wrex towards one of the remaining geth. Ashley briefly flashes by Kaidan, running backward and shooting her assault rifle at an unseen target (final rocket geth). Kaidan’s geth readies its rocket launcher and prepares to fire. Kaidan powers up his biotics, which adds a bluish pulse of power around his frame. He goes into a sliding motion and kinetically shoots the motion forward. The geth’s legs are hit by Kaidan’s slide and the robot buckles. It falls forward and its rocket launcher fires off harmlessly into the air. Kaidan comes out of his slide and puts his arms together. He then makes a slamming motion in the air which is transferred to the fallen geth, caving its head in and causing sparks to fly. Kaidan straightens up as we hear an explosion off screen. Ashley steps in shortly thereafter followed by Wrex. Kaidan looks over his shoulder at the two before putting his hand up to activate his com-link. 
INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

Shepard and Tali have been watching out the window and Garrus has come down to join Liara in the back. 

KAIDAN (O.C.)

We’ve neutralized the welcome party, such as it was. I don’t know, seems pretty weak. Maybe Saren didn’t know we were coming here? 
SHEPARD

(touching com-link)

Maybe, keep your eyes open. Garrus and I are coming out now. 

(to Tali)

Once we’re out, you keep driving. Remember, as close to the facility as you can. We’ll be waiting for you by the door.

(to Liara)

Think you can handle the turret?

LIARA

I believe so.

SHEPARD

Right. Garrus, let’s move.
EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

The side-hatch of the Mako slides open and both Garrus and Shepard slip out. They land on the surface and take several steps away from the vehicle. Suddenly the ground beneath them shakes and a distant roar (thresher maw) is heard. Yards away, Kaidan and Ashley both look around startled while Wrex simply picks his head up and cocks his shotgun. Shepard and Garrus walk out from the Mako a few more paces, each one pulling out a gun. Shepard puts a hand to his com-link.

SHEPARD

What do we got, Tali?

TALI (O.C.)

I don’t know, nothing’s showing up on the system scanners.
ASHLEY 

That sure as hell didn’t sound like nothing!
Suddenly the ground between the Mako and Shepard and Garrus is shattered open and we see a giant thresher maw erupt from the ground. It spreads its sickle-shaped arms wide and roars down and the squad scattered on the ground. Shepard and the others leap back in surprise but then prepare to fight. Suddenly a surge of ten rachni swarm out of the Peak 15 facility and race toward the squad from the rear. Garrus immediately takes one down with his sniper rifle.

Garrus
What are those?

Wrex

Who cares? They seem to die easy enough!

Wrex charges the approaching rachni while Kaidan powers up again. The thresher maw turns its head to the Mako and spits a large spray-wad of acid. The Mako barely manages to avoid the liquid, which melts through the snow in the spot the vehicle had been moments prior. Shepard notices the thresher maw targeting the Mako and shoots at it with his assault rifle. The thresher maw is unaffected but annoyed and turns to deal with Shepard. It lunges for him and he has to leap of the way. Then the thresher maw retreats underground. Shepard watches the ground raise as the thresher maw burrows a path after the Mako. He raises a hand quickly to his com-link.
INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

Tali is bent at the controls of the Mako as she struggles to keep it away from the thresher maw.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Tali, I need you to wheel over here!

TALI

(hitting com-link)

What for?

SHEPARD (O.C.)

It’s time to bring out the big guns. 

Tali throws a quick glance behind her. In the back of the Mako we see the M-490 Blackstorm hanging on the wall.
INT. MAKO – TURRET

We see Liara frantically trying to figure out the controls when Shepard cuts in on the com-link and disrupts her.

SHEPARD (O.C.)
Liara, you’re my science officer, what’s the intel on what we’re fighting here?

LIARA

Well the obvious observation is the thresher maw, although it’s extremely rare to see them in an environment such as this; not to mention being so close to a settlement. 

EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

Shepard dodges a rachni and proceeds to blow its head off with his assault rifle. In the background we see Kaidan pinned by one while Wrex wrestles another two. Shepard looks around and puts a hand to his com-link.

SHEPARD

Yeah I know all about thresher maws. What about the giant pissed off crabs? What can you tell me about these?

Shepard fires another round at the thresher maw to distract it from the Mako.

LIARA (O.C.)

My expertize lies in ancient extinct civilizations, not living ones! 

Shepard dodges the thresher maw as it lunges at him.

SHEPARD
You must know something!

LIARA (O.C.)

Actually I do, although you might not want to hear it. This species has all the physical characteristics of the rachni that were supposedly wiped out by the krogan in the Rachni Wars over two thousand years ago.

SHEPARD

Rachni?

LIARA (O.C.)

Yes, Commander, Rachni.

SHEPARD

You’re right, I didn’t want to hear that. 
We see Garrus throw one of the rachni back as it attempts to maul him.

GARRUS

(using com-link)

Did I just hear right? I thought the rachni were extinct.

We see Wrex snap off one of the rachni’s arms and then shoot it with his shotgun.

WREX

(using com-link)

Guess we missed a few.

Wrex looks up as the thresher maw bellows and shoots another wad of acid at the Mako.

Somebody really needs to kill the big bug.
We see Kaidan glow with a biotic surge and he pushes all of his limbs upward and throws the rachni that was pinning him down up into the air. The rachni gets up and screeches. It shoots out and tries to grab Kaidan but the biotic shoots a powerful punch forward and knocks it down. Kaidan then looks up just in time to dodge a glob of acid shot by the thresher maw.
KAIDAN

(using com-link)

I agree with Wrex. Shepard, how’s it coming?
Shepard dodges a rachni that is quickly intercepted and killed by Ashley. He looks around wildly for the Mako and sprints toward it. The thresher maw sees him and roars. It is about to lunge but right before it can the Mako’s turret fires a missile into its side. This time the thresher maw is slightly wounded and turns its attention back on the vehicle. However before it can attack a barrage of assault rifle fire hits it from behind as Ashley creates a distraction. Garrus and Wrex join in and assist while Kaidan struggles to keep the remaining rachni at bay. Meanwhile Shepard reaches the Mako.

INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

Shepard bursts in through the hatch and grabs the blackstorm. He signals briefly to Tali before exiting. 
EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15

Shepard rolls out of the Mako and arms the blackstorm. He squeezes the trigger and the weapon begins to power up. A dark orb is seen forming in the middle of the gun as energy starts flaring out from the sides. Shepard aims the gun carefully at the back of the thresher maw’s head. The thresher maw is still attacking Ashley, Garrus and Wrex.

SHEPARD

(sensing the gun is ready)

Everyone down!

Shepard fires the M-490 blackstorm. The orb of concentrated anti-matter hits the thresher maw’s head dead on and starts to expand. Shepard turns away in horror as the thresher maw screams, its skin sucked off of its bone as the mini-black hole forms next to it. Suddenly there is a sickening gashing sound as the entire head area of the thresher maw is ripped off and sucked into the mini-black hole. There is another pop as the mass of anti-matter implodes on itself followed by stillness as the last of the rachni are defeated. Shepard, Ashley, Kaidan, Wrex and Garrus all regroup afterward.
KAIDAN

(sarcastically)

Well that wasn’t so hard.
EXT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15 FACILITY ENTRANCE

Shepard, Liara, Kaidan, Wrex, Garrus, Tali and Ashley all approach the entrance to the Peak 15 facility with guns in hand. They are all on high alert and appear startled when the door simply opens. 

SHEPARD

Watch yourselves and spread out. We don’t want to be caught bunched up by a rachni. 

ASHLEY

They weren’t so tough.

WREX

Say that after one of them hits you with those poison pods they’ve got on the ends of their tentacles.

KAIDAN

Yeah, from what I’ve heard that was supposed to be one of the most painful ways in all of history to die.

LIARA

Then why didn’t the ones out there use them on you?

GARRUS

Thank the spirits for small favors.

INT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15 FACILITY – CORRIDOR

Shepard and company make their way through the corridors of the facility. They come to one where the bodies of human researchers lie scattered around on the floor, each one with shot scorch marks somewhere on the body.

SHEPARD

(glaring)

This is Saren’s handiwork. Scientists, research assistants: these people never stood a chance.
TALI

Why kill his own workers?

ASHLEY
This is just sick.

INT. NOVERIA – PEAK 15 FACILITY – RESEARCH LAB
Shepard, Liara, Tali, Wrex, Garrus, Ashley and Kaidan reach a research lab that is full of test tubes. Inside several are rachni in various stages of incubation. The is also a fairly large computer terminal against one of the walls. Liara goes over and begins trying to figure out the experiments. There are more human bodies scattered on the floor. Tali tentatively taps the glass of one of the test tubes while Wrex simply smashes another open.

WREX

This doesn’t make any sense! Why bring back the rachni? There are plenty of other races to use as soldiers.

KAIDAN

Maybe he wanted something he could control?

LIARA

It does appear that they were studying rachni brain waves and motor functions.

GARRUS
An army of mind-controlled foot soldiers to go alongside the geth, perfect.

LIARA

(studying the terminal)

No…

ASHLEY

No, what?

LIARA
According to this, Saren wasn’t trying to mind control the rachni but rather sever a mental control that already existed over them.

ASHLEY

Give it to us simple, Doc.

LIARA

Saren wasn’t trying to mind control the rachni, he was trying to free them.

Shepard looks at one of the floating rachnis.

SHEPARD

That doesn’t make sense.

BENEZIA (O.C.)

Don’t expect to understand. 

Shepard and the others look up to find Benezia standing in front of the exit to the lab with four asari commandos flanking her. Instantly they ready their weapons except for Liara, who steps forward in shocked disbelief.
LIARA

Mother?

BENEZIA

(to Shepard)

Have you ever faced an asari commando unit before? Few humans have.
LIARA

(stepping forward)

Mother…

BENEZIA

(to Liara)

Ah my daughter. How good it is to see you again, Liara. Have you come to help them kill me? What have you told them?

LIARA

What could I say, mother? You’re evil? You’re insane? What could I say?
BENEZIA

(to Shepard)

You are mistaken if you believe I will be dissuaded by family, Commander Shepard. 

LIARA

Mother we can talk about this – 

Liara is suddenly picked up by a biotic attack and hurled into one of the remaining test tubes. She crashes through it and lands hard against several research terminals.
SHEPARD

Liara!

Benezia powers down her biotics and laughs.

BENEZIA

Do you see, Commander? No hesitation, no remorse. She means nothing to me.

Suddenly Benezia and her commandos are all struck by a powerful biotic shockwave, which knocks them all off their feet and back against the wall. Shepard looks over to see Liara hovering off the ground, fully powered up in a biotic rage. However it quickly subsides and the asari doctor falls to the floor where she rubs her head groggily. Tali runs over to help her. Shepard looks back at the recovering asari and sees an opportunity. 
SHEPARD

Take the commandos down! I want Benezia alive!

Benezia and her commandos leap back to their feet and all power up with biotic barriers.

COMMANDO 1

Do you really think it will be that easy?

That asari commando is immediately knocked back by a biotic pulse punch delivered by Kaidan (O.C.).

KAIDAN

That wasn’t too difficult!

Kaidan, Ashley, Garrus and Wrex charge each of the asari commandos, opening up a fray of one-on-one combat. Shepard charges Benezia, he ducks as she shoots a biotic pulse directly over his head. As he runs, Shepard opens fire on Benezia with his assault rifle. The bullets are all deflected off her barrier shield. Suddenly Benezia manages to catch Shepard in a biotic lift and picks him clear off the ground. She grins as she holds him aloft and prepares to punch a biotic attack right into him when Kaidan suddenly dives in and knocks her back. The force of the impact blows the two biotics apart and Kaidan lands with a hard thud.
KAIDAN

(groggily) 

You owe me one!

Shepard lands on the ground.

SHEPARD

What about the asari?

KAIDAN

Wrex has got my back.

Shepard and Kaidan look over to see Wrex, who has picked up a section of the floor and is using it to deflect the biotic blasts from two of the asari commandos while simultaneously shooting at them with his shotgun.

SHEPARD

So I see. 

KAIDAN
You got a plan, boss? We can’t go on trading rounds with asari commandos like this. 
The two commandos are pushing Wrex back while Ashley and Garrus continue to engage their own. Suddenly, one of the two commandos charges Wrex and throws a full biotic punch into his shield. The blow knocks Wrex to the floor and the commando jumps on top of him, ready to punch again.

COMMANDO 2

(to Wrex)

I’m surprised, krogan. It’s not many of your species that would turn and fight for the Genophage.
WREX

(struggling)

What are you talking about?
COMMANDO 2
Didn’t you know? Saren has cured the plague that the Council inflected on your people. He’s breeding a krogan army as we speak, right on – 

Asari Commandos 1 and 2 (the ones fighting Wrex) are both killed by a sniper bolt fired from off screen by Garrus. The two commandos slouch and fall limp. Wrex heaves the corpse off from on top of him.

GARRUS

Scratch two!

Garrus has to dodge a biotic kick from an attacking asari commando(3). He successfully dodges the brunt of the attack but gets caught by the edge and is knocked down. The asari commando prepares to fire again but is distracted by Tali’s combat drone. We see the quarian standing beside the injured Liara, urging her flying weapon on.

TALI

(to drone)

Go for the optics, Chiktikka! Go for the optics!
The combat drone buzzes between the two remaining commandos, causing the one(4) fighting Ashley to become distracted. Ashley takes advantage of this and fires a rapid succession of assault rifle rounds into the asari’s chest, breaking down the barrier shield and killing her. The remaining asari commando manages to hit the combat drone with a biotic punch, which causes it to explode. The commando’s victory is short-lived however as Garrus proceeds to kill her.
GARRUS

I am on fire today!
SHEPARD

Don’t get cocky yet, we still have Benezia to deal with!
KAIDAN

Funny that she’s not back on her feet yet, our clash barely knocked me down.

Kaidan looks around.

Where is she anyway?

Everyone starts glancing around.

BENEZIA
Above you, Shepard!

Shepard looks up to see Benezia charging down toward him, her body incased in the blue force field of her biotic power. And the last second, he leaps to his side but is almost immediately pinned by Benezia. Benezia wrenches Shepard’s gun from his hands and leers over him. She brings her face close to his.
(strained whisper)

Haven’t got much time, have to tell you while I’m free. Find the queen, Shepard. The rachni queen, Saren forced himself into her head… as he did mine. It’s, it’s his ship, Shepard. Sovereign: it makes you want to follow Saren, you come to believe in him on that ship, to idolize him. I thought I would be strong enough to resist it but… but I – 
Benezia suddenly convulses. To Shepard it appears that she is being shocked. Unknown to Shepard, his crew, and the audience, Sovereign is actively forcing her mind to shut down. 

Liara, good-bye Little Wing. No light? They always said there would be a – 

Sovereign halts all mental activity in Benezia’s brain. As she dies, the audience sees a brief flash of the menacing spaceship accompanied by Saren, who looks contorted in anger. Benezia dies.

LIARA

Mother…

Liara trails off as Tali comforts her. Shepard remains beside Benezia’s body.

SHEPARD

(to himself)

The queen… 

Shepard stands up and exits the room. He leaves out the door that Benezia and her commandos entered from. The rest of the squad exchange puzzled glances and follow.
INT. PEAK 15 FACILITY – RACHNI QUEEN CHAMBER

Kaidan, Ashley, Tali, Liara, Garrus and Wrex all enter a giant room that bears a similar layout to the other research labs they’ve been in. The audience sees a raised platform at the center of the room. There is a large, clear glass container in the center of the platform, the RACHNI QUEEN is housed within. She is much larger and a darker color than any of the rachni we’ve seen before. Shepard is standing before her, directly in front of the container’s control panel. Upon seeing the rachni queen, Ashley and Wrex immediately raise their guns. Shepard puts up a hand and they lower them back down. 
QUEEN

(telepathically)

You are not like the one who came before. You are he who silenced the tormented wails of our children. We thank you. 
SHEPARD

(to Queen)

You can talk?
GARRUS

Commander?
KAIDAN

Who you talking to, boss?
QUEEN

(telepathically)

They cannot hear. They have not been touched like you have, like the one before you was. Our song falls upon their deaf ears. The one before ripped knowledge from our mind, he corrupted our children. They had to be destroyed.

SHEPARD

The one before, you mean Saren?
QUEEN

(telepathically)

A turian, yes. He wanted our knowledge, he wanted the Conduit. To be aware of its location. We did not know. Our mind was touched by the pipers of old as well but we know only of bits and pieces. Human, before you are the controls for our release, if you let us free then we shall show you what the turian took from us.

ASHLEY

Shepard, what’s the big bug saying?
SHEPARD

She wants me to let her go.

(to Queen)

How do I know you won’t breed more children and restart the Rachni Wars?

QUEEN

(telepathically)

You have our word and our life, human. We are not like those who came before, our song has not been tainted by the dark ones. 
ASHLEY

Don’t do it, Commander. The last thing this galaxy needs is another dangerous alien species at large.

GARRUS

I agree with Williams, this puts innocent lives at risk.

QUEEN

(telepathically)

The decision is yours. We can only ask for mercy and offer our assistance.

Shepard stares at the Queen. Below Ashley, Garrus and Wrex are seen readying their weapons while Kaidan, Liara and Tali simply look on. Finally Shepard puts up a hand.

SHEPARD

Nobody fire, I’m letting her out.
Shepard steps to the controls and activates the release. The glass is withdrawn leaving the Rachni Queen before him. Her tentacles uncurl and stretch as she lifts her body up and turns her head to Shepard.

QUEEN

(telepathically)

Thank you, human. Here is what we promised.

We see one of the Queen’s tentacles extend toward Shepard. It stops just before him and lightly taps his head. Once again the images of death and destruction across Prothean worlds flash by in rapid succession. This time we see Saren standing outside a large military-style complex with a multitude of krogan stretched out before him. He raises his hands, issuing silent orders to form search grids. The krogan salute and disperse. Suddenly the image is obscured by one of Sovereign. The reaper is silhouetted in a blood-red light against a black landscape. It charges Shepard and the scene cuts to black.
INT. NORMANDY – MEDICAL CLINIC

We see Shepard awaken. He sits up at looks around. We see the entire medical bay. Shepard is on one of four beds. There is an operating table at the far back, by a door that leads to the Research Lab. In front of the beds and table, Dr. Chakwas is sitting at her desk; busily working on some papers. Shepard glances immediately to his right and notices that Liara has moved a chair into the room and is sitting down on it, dozing. The noise from Shepard shifting in his bed, however, awakens her.

LIARA

(relieved and happy)

Shepard! How are you feeling? 
SHEPARD

Like I mixed the wrong combination of krogan liquor. 

(realization)

We have to stop meeting like this.

LIARA

You do not wish me to visit you when you’re in the infirmary?

SHEPARD

No, no! I just meant it seems that the only time we ever have a private moment is when I’m regaining consciousness in a hospital. Not the best light to be seen in.

LIARA

(not understanding expression)

I think you look very handsome in this light. 
Shepard smiles.

SHEPARD

What happened after I blacked out?

LIARA

Oh, well let’s see. Ashley and Wrex tried to kill the queen. They thought she killed you. She got away though, smashed through a wall and was gone. After that Joker picked us up in the Normandy and for the past two days we’ve been on route for the Sentry Omega relay. 
SHEPARD

I was out for two days? Have the Council been informed on our progress? How did you all know to head for Virmire? 
LIARA

The Council. They sent word of a salarian reconnaissance team that supposedly had identified Saren. How did you know about it?

SHEPARD

The queen gave me another vision. Most of it was the same but then I saw Saren on Virmire with krogan, lots of krogan. And Sovereign, the ship your mother warned us about…

Shepard notices Liara’s expression.

How are you holding up by the way? I can’t even imagine what that must have been like for you. 
LIARA

My mother and I weren’t close. I feel pity for her mostly. She was a strong woman, to be conquered like that…

SHEPARD

You’re not really answering my question.

LIARA

I am sorry, Shepard. I have let everyone down. I have disappointed you, I have disappointed myself.
SHEPARD

What are you talking about?

LIARA

I am no help in combat situations, my mind almost freezes up. The rest of you, even Tali, appear as relaxed in combat as you do aboard the Normandy. I tried to talk my mother down but failed. She could have killed you had her mind not been able to break free.
SHEPARD

I think you’re being a little hard on yourself. The intel you provided helped defeat the rachni. Not to mention that attack that knocked Benezia and her commandos off balance. 

LIARA

Yes but I did not even do that on purpose!

There is a silence.

SHEPARD

Is this what’s really bothering you?

Liara looks at him at cries slightly.

LIARA

I am not human.

SHEPARD

What?

LIARA

I am not of your species. 

SHEPARD

I thought that didn’t matter with asari. You know I don’t care.

LIARA

But what about Chief Williams?

SHEPARD

Ashley’s a friend. She’s a good soldier, someone dependable to have around. I don’t feel that way about her.
Shepard takes Liara’s hand.

It’s you, Liara.

Liara smiles.

LIARA

We don’t even know each other that well yet.

SHEPARD

Good thing I’m not asking you to marry me then. Although it might be a good idea to try your “melding” suggestion.

LIARA

No, Kaidan was right. It could be dangerous if the two individuals aren’t both… ready for it. 

SHEPARD

I’m willing to try. We have to catch Saren, Liara. Those images of death in my vision; I think those were the Protheans. They were being wiped out, slaughtered by the very same reapers that Saren is trying to resurrect. 
LIARA

You really think so?

SHEPARD

I do.

There is a pause.

LIARA

(shaking her head)

I am sorry, Shepard. You may be ready but I am not. I should get back to my work.
Liara stands and leaves through the door to the Research Lab. Shepard simply sits in bed.

DR. CHAKWAS

The only two places she’s been in this ship for the past two days are these two rooms. She was by your side every moment of downtime she had. I even had to bring her meals. Such an innocent, that one. You can always spot the first timers.

Shepard looks thoughtful for a few moments. Then he gets up, dressing into his uniform.

SHEPARD

Am I free to go, Doctor?

DR. CHAKWAS

Everything checks out okay, except brainwaves. Still some unusual activity there.
SHEPARD

I’ll try not to think too hard.
Shepard heads for the door opposite the Research Lab entrance.

DR. CHAKWAS

Might I ask where you’re going?

SHEPARD

To the gym, I need to see a krogan.
INT. NORMANDY – GYM

We see Shepard enter the gym. It is a large room with a sparring ring elevated in the center. Various weights and other equipment (human design) surround the outer edges. Wrex is sitting on an exercise bench apparently gazing off into space. Both Kaidan and Ashley are also in the gym, light heartedly sparring one another. Ashley stops as soon as Shepard enters.

KAIDAN

(to Ashley)

Had enough?

ASHLEY

(to Shepard)

Well look who is up and about.

Kaidan notices Shepard, looks slightly downcast.

KAIDAN

Hey Boss, good to see you on your feet again. 
SHEPARD

Yeah well you know how comfy those med-bay beds are. I was awfully tempted to stay. 

KAIDAN

Uh huh, I bet. Oh don’t worry about the Noveria report. I typed one up and sent it in for the Council. You owe me. 
SHEPARD

You’re a lifesaver. You two carry on, I just need a moment with Wrex.
Ashley and Kaidan nod and resume sparring, although it looks as if Ashley is fighting with a bit more intensity now. Shepard approaches Wrex, who looks up.

WREX

Shepard.

SHEPARD

Wrex.
The two simply stare at one another. Wrex cocks his head.

WREX

There a problem?

SHEPARD

You tell me.

Wrex scoffs.

WREX

Worried that I’d change sides to Saren’s team after finding out about the Genophage?

SHEPARD

Why not? Seems like a good reason, a supposed cure found. Wouldn’t you want to help your people?

WREX

I have no people, Shepard. 
Shepard looks at Wrex incredulously. Wrex sighs.

See this scar across my face, hard to miss? This isn’t the mark of some punk salarian with brass knuckles. I got this from a krogan… for trying to save my people. 
SHEPARD

I don’t understand.

WREX

I don’t expect you to. 
SHEPARD

Enlighten me.

WREX

Ask a krogan a question: do you want to save your species or fight for credits? They’ll choose credits every time. 

SHEPARD

You must have scientists of your own working on a cure.

WREX

A krogan scientist, good one. We’re warriors, Shepard. Every krogan thirsts for battle, and we haven’t forgotten our defeat in the Krogan Rebellions. 
SHEPARD

I didn’t think krogans held grudges like that.

WREX

We don’t. It’s not that we hate the turians and the asari; we just can’t wait to face them in battle again. A little ways back there was some talk amongst the warlords on whether or not we should go to war. I led my clan against, favoring instead to focus on breeding. We didn’t have the numbers then, still don’t.

SHEPARD

So you opted to plan for the future?

WREX

Precisely. Build up an army, try to overcome the plague that was thrust upon us. There was another warlord, Jarrod: he was old and blind. Too stupid or too stubborn to see that marching off to war was suicide. He started to pull the other clans away from me. 

SHEPARD

Did you kill him?

WREX

Ha! Nah, that would have been simpler though. No, we agreed to meet and try to talk out our differences. Always a bad sign when a krogan wants to meet somewhere private. 

SHEPARD

Let me guess: it was a trap and Jarrod tried to kill you?

WREX

He killed several of my finest warriors and gave me this scar before I managed to put a bullet in his skull. It was a lesson, Shepard. Lineage, bloodlines, insured survival. It all matters nothing to a krogan in the end. We’re not a species meant to survive.

SHEPARD

You damn your whole race because of the actions of one random krogan?

WREX

When your own father tries to kill you it tends to impact your view.
SHEPARD

Sometimes leadership isn’t always easy, doesn’t mean you walk away from your job. You’re a battlemaster, act like one.

WREX

So I should join Saren and try to kill you?

SHEPARD

You should follow your duty. 

Shepard and Wrex are silent for a moment.

WREX

Humph, last time we were used by the Council and then rewarded with genocide. My sense of “duty” tells me that Saren won’t be so generous. There is a way to save my people but this isn’t it. Don’t worry, Shepard, I’m with you. 
SHEPARD

Glad to hear it.

EXT. VIRMIRE – OCEAN SHORE

We see a sprawling landscape of gentle green that leads into white sand before dull, gray water. The Normandy flies about a mile overhead, following the shoreline towards a rocky outcropping in the distance. As the ship skims along, Joker addresses Shepard and his command crew.
JOKER (O.C.)

All right, here’s the deal. Initial sweeps and the salarian intel were able to location Saren’s complex. Unfortunately they also located over a dozen heavy anti-air batteries so you’re going in on foot. The salarian basecamp is only a couple miles away. I’m going to put you down there. The guy in charge is a doctor: Mordin Solus, I heard he’s easy to find, just look for the guy who never shuts up. 
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Dr. Solus, check. Take us in. 
EXT. VIRMIRE – SALARIAN BASECAMP ENTRANCE

The Normandy swoops in low and we see the Mako released from the cargo bay doors. The vehicle activates its thrusters and glides roughly to the planet’s surface, kicking up sand and rock debris as it lands. We see the salarian campsite, dressed in camouflage on the sand near an outlet that runs to the ocean. The Mako comes to a stop outside the camp and Shepard, Ashley, Kaidan, Liara, Garrus, Tali and Wrex exit out the side hatch. Three salarian guards walk towards them. Upon seeing Wrex they raise their guns.

SALARIAN 1

(to Shepard)

The krogan with you?
WREX

Would you still be standing if I wasn’t? 
MORDIN SOLUS enters from the main tent.

MORDIN

What; is this it? Hoping for more than seven; need more than seven. Seventy maybe enough. Diverse team, hmmm, human, asari, even a quarian: useful. Needed if we’re to infiltrate in time; have to infiltrate in time; krogan army already too numerous for direct assault; nevermind geth activity. 
KAIDAN

Saren has his geth here?

MORDIN

Pay attention; been seeing them for months. One or two at first, now many more; possible numbers in the hundreds. Have killed a few; scouts and such; for the moment primary basecamp location secure. 
SHEPARD

For the love of God, take a breath!

MORDIN

Sorry-will-try-to-slow-down-nope; can’t do it. Doctor Mordin Solus at your service, Commander. Here with Alliance, no doubt? 
GARRUS

Good guess, but wrong. 

MORDIN

Hmmm, armor definitely indicates well-equipped military; could it be; no, but possible: spectre?

SHEPARD

Reporting on the Council’s direct order. Do you have a plan for destroying the base?

MORDIN

Plan, yes; means of accomplishing it; possibly. Follow me. 

INT. MAIN COMMAND TENT

Mordin leads Shepard and his group into the main command tent. There are benches with numerous salarians working on them. In the middle is an amateur set-up hologram of Saren’s complex, showing all the approachable access points.
MORDIN

(gesturing to hologram)

What you know; powerful anti-air defense grid, impossible to penetrate from above. What you don’t know; two points of entry possible for ground forces; one is main gate, heavily fortified, full assault suicide. Second option more appealing; literal back door, supply bay, still fortified, still guarded, not as heavily. 

SHEPARD

Any idea what it’s near?

MORDIN

Storage likely; unknown. All scouts lost in reconnaissance. 

GARRUS

(pointing to hologram)

This central courtyard here, do you know its purpose?

MORDIN

Spies report krogan training grounds. Important, crucial even: most vital installations appear to be in the central complex.

ASHLEY

Meaning?

MORDIN

Meaning one single powerful detonation needed to cripple facility beyond repair. Sadly we have no explosives sufficient for task; should we even successfully reach area. Commander, do you have suitable explosives?

Shepard looks at Kaidan.

KAIDAN

Most powerful bomb we have stored on the Normandy is a sixteen kiloton warhead. 

(to Shepard)

About as powerful as the bomb used in Hiroshima back in the 20th century. 
LIARA

There is a nuclear weapon onboard the Normandy?

KAIDAN

Several.

(to Mordin)

How many will we need?

MORDIN

Only one; no need to risk overkill; already substantial risk to innocent local life.

Wrex scoffs. Mordin glances at him.

SHEPARD

Right, so the bomb team will enter through the back while another group distracts Saren from the front. That the plan?

MORDIN

Precisely; my forces more suitable for diversion, enemy already aware of our presence. 

SHEPARD

That team will most likely suffer heavy losses.

MORDIN

Part of duty; know the risk.

Shepard nods in thought.

SHEPARD

Take Ash and Garrus with you. They’ll help hold the line. 

MORDIN

Appreciated; more people increases likelihood of survival. 
ASHLEY

Commander, do you really think –

SHEPARD

With all due respect, Ash, I just gave an order. They’ll need competent sharpshooters and strong soldiers. You two are best suited.

ASHLEY

Yes, sir.

SHEPARD

(to Mordin)

I’ll need to contact Joker for a bomb squad. I suggest we attack immediately after that. We’re running out of time on this one.

MORDIN

Agreed; I shall inform the men. 

EXT. VIRMIRE – SALARIAN CAMP – OUTSIDE COMMAND TENT

Ashley is throwing together some gear she has retrieved from the Mako and making sure her combat armor is securely fastened. In the background we can see Garrus checking and cleaning his sniper rifle. Kaidan walks over.

ASHLEY

(to Kaidan)

Why is it that whenever somebody says “with all due respect”, they really mean “kiss my ass”? 

KAIDAN

Commander didn’t mean anything like that. 

ASHLEY

Yeah? Then why did I get stuck on the B team with the salarians and the turian while you guys get to go do all the important work. My place is at the Commander’s side, not with a bunch of alien wannabe spectres.
KAIDAN

Ash, I love ya but this isn’t your proudest moment.

ASHLEY

I know, I just wish I could be at Shepard’s side. It’s where I belong… where I want to be. Why can’t he see that?

Kaidan looks hurt.

KAIDAN

You make him out to be a walking god. Well guess what, I like the Commander and everything but he’s still just a man! And he wasn’t the only one on the Normandy!

Garrus looks up.

ASHLEY

(surprised)

I never said he was!

KAIDAN

You never had to. The boss picked the Doc instead of you, sucks huh. Maybe the universe just has a sense of karma that way! Quit your whining and do your job!

 Kaidan stalks off, leaving Ashley looks upset and Garrus looking puzzled.
EXT. VIRMIRE – SALARIAN CAMP

We see the Normandy descending upon the campsite. It comes to a stop just outside the main area. The cargo bay doors open and a bomb team of eight men are deployed, carrying the nuclear bomb between them. 

SHEPARD (O.C.)

How long will we need to reach minimum safe distance, Joker?

JOKER (O.C.)

Depends, the atmosphere on this planet is kind of finicky. I think we’re going to want at least five minutes.

EXT. VIRMIRE – RIVERSIDE

We see the Mako driving along the side of a river while Saren’s base looms in the background. We see a single geth trooper out on far patrol. The Mako immediately runs it over, crushing it to bits beneath the tires.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Right. Kaidan, what’s the timer on the explosive?

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Twenty minutes, more than that and they’ll probably figure out a way to disarm it.

SHEPARD (O.C.)

I thought those things were designed to stay on once turned on.

INT. MAKO – COCKPIT

We see Tali at the wheel while Shepard rides shotgun. Liara, Wrex and Kaidan are all crouched behind them. Farther back still are the bomb team and the bomb, everyone’s expression is grim.

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Well in fairness, they weren’t designed to be used against a race of sentient machines. We have to take what we can get.

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Fair enough.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see the heavily defended front entrance of Saren’s base, swarmed by both geth and krogan. Our view shifts back to Mordin and his men, as well as Garrus and Ashley, who are all currently approaching the base as quietly as possible, staying hidden but with guns raised and ready for action.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Let’s just hope that those at the front fair well enough to buy us the time.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – REAR ENTRANCE

We see Shepard, Liara, Kaidan, Tali and Wrex crouched behind large rock outcropping. Shepard peers out to survey the guards. Four geth troopers patrol back in forth while two krogan stand directly in front of the gate. Shepard quickly surveys all this before darting back behind the rock.

WREX

How many?

SHEPARD

Six that can be seen. I’m almost positive though that there are at least three more that are hidden, probably snipers.

TALI
So what’s the plan?

SHEPARD

We wait for Mordin to begin his attack. 

LIARA

How will –

A large explosion sounds in the distance coupled with emerging bursts of gunfire.

Nevermind.

SHEPARD

Tali, I’m going to need your combat drone to go after the snipers! Kaidan; power up your barrier, you’re the bait.

KAIDAN

Great…

SHEPARD

Move, now!

Kaidan powers up his biotic barrier, causing a bluish glow to envelop his body. Tali meanwhile keys a few buttons on her armband, which cause her combat drone to appear in midair. Upon Shepard’s signal, Kaidan launches himself out into the open, firing his pistol and destroying one of the geth. The other three as well as the krogans immediately open fire. In addition, three sniper rounds are heard; one of which hits Kaidan and knocks him backwards to the ground.
KAIDAN

(in pain)

Son of a –

SHEPARD

Now, Tali!

Tali sends her combat drone in the direction of the sniper fire. It starts zipping around and firing laser bursts. We hear a few sniper shots ring out but miss wildly.

TALI

Nobody's faster than Chiktikka vas Paus!
SHEPARD

Good, keep on them! Wrex, Liara, we need to help Kaidain!

WREX

With pleasure.

Shepard, Liara and Wrex rush out. Upon seeing all the gunfire, Liara hesitates and both Shepard and Wrex rush past her. Shepard goes into a slide to land beside Kaidan, using his assault rifle to mow down two of the geth in the process. Wrex jumps one of the krogan, burying his shotgun into its head and pulling the trigger. The other krogan comes up from behind and grabs Wrex around the middle. The two lurch back and forth in an awkward dance while the krogan punches Wrex repeatedly in the back. Liara runs up behind them and aims her pistol at the krogan. She looks unsure at first but a calmness settles itself over her features and she fires. She hits the krogan square in the back. It turns around and roars before charging at her. Liara panics as the krogan is about to hit her, causes her body to momentarily flare up a bright blue before lashing out at the krogan, picking it up and sending it flying a good fifty feet into the air. Liara powers down and looks at Shepard. The two exchange startled looks. Meanwhile Kaidan has used his biotics to uppercut the remaining geth. The force of the impact servers the head from the body and the geth collapses in a heap of sparking debris. There is no more sniper fire. Tali runs to join them. 
SHEPARD

Quickly, someone will have heard that. Everyone get inside!

LIARA

What about the bomb team at the Mako?

KAIDAN

Best to clear out the area first; not wise to take an active nuclear device into a firefight. 
INT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – REAR ENTRANCE

We see a lone geth walking the corridor. It walks past a closed doorway. Suddenly Kaidan busts in and shots it in the head. Shepard, Liara, Tali and Wrex file in behind him. Shepard pulls out a small display reader.

SHEPARD

Right, according to this schematic, the quickest way to the central courtyard is down this corridor. Kaidan, you think you and Wrex can clear a way there for the bomb team?

KAIDAN

Probably, security seems pretty lax in this sector. But what about you, where are you going to be? 
SHEPARD

Tali and Liara are going to follow me back up this way. It leads to what, near as we can figure, is the main control tower. Could be that Saren is there, but the least we can do is hack into this place’s self-defense grid and give Mordin, Garrus and Ashley a better chance. 
WREX

If Saren is that way than I want to come. He needs to pay for the crimes he’s committed against the krogan people!
SHEPARD

No, I need you with Kaidan. Who knows what kind of security level waits farther on. I need the two of you to handle it, understood? 

WREX

(reluctantly)

Fine. 

(to Kaidan)

Come on, I want to find something to shoot. 
SHEPARD

(to Kaidan)

Contact me when you’ve secured the area.

KAIDAN

Will do, Commander. 
SHEPARD

Right, let’s move!
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see geth rocket troopers firing round after round at an increasingly small collection of rocks and boulders where Mordin, Garrus, Ashley and Mordin’s team are hiding. We see Mordin duck as a rocket explodes overhead, accompanied by the sound of pulse and sniper fire. Mordin keys the communications button on his armband. 
MORDIN

How are things coming on your end, Commander?

INT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – CORRIDOR

We see Shepard mowing down a geth with his assault rifle while Tali shoots another with her shotgun. Liara is watching the rear. At Mordin’s message, Shepard straightens up.

MORDIN (O.C.)

Only accomplishment so far is diversion. (explosion) Not sure how much longer we can last, however; any help would be much appreciated. 
SHEPARD 

(using com-link)

We’re working on it, just hang on!

We see a geth round the corner ahead and come into view. Shepard shoots it to pieces.      

Tali, patch in and find me an elevator A.S.A.P.!
TALI

Working on it!

Tali moves to a terminal located on the hall and begins to hack into it. Several more geth come into view and Shepard and Liara shoot them down. Suddenly a geth hopper appears. Shepard shoots at it but it dodges, jumping up onto the ceiling and scurrying towards them like a spider. Every time Shepard tries to shoot it, it leaps onto another surface. Just before it reaches them, Liara puts up a hand and concentrates. We see sweat appear across her brow. Suddenly the hopper in frozen in midair by Liara’s biotics. Shepard smiles briefly at her before blasting the hopper apart.

SHEPARD

Tali?

TALI

I’ve got it! I think I found the schematics to the entire complex!

SHEPARD

Great work! Can you get copies to Kaidan and Mordin?

TALI

Easy, the security in this place isn’t very tight.

SHEPARD

Saren must be getting overconfident. 

LIARA

(shooting off screen geth)

Uh, I hate to hurry you two along but can we possibly get moving before the entire base realizes where we are?
TALI

Oh, sorry. Elevator’s this way, follow me. 
INT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – ELEVATOR ENTRY

Shepard, Tali and Liara near the elevator doors, which surprisingly are unguarded. Shepard hits the elevator call button before keying his com-link. Liara and Tali have their guns drawn and are on lookout. 
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan and Wrex crouched behind some crates in the main courtyard, surrounded on all sides by Saren’s base. They are engaged in a firefight with four geth on the opposite side. Kaidan sees his com-link light up and hits the button.

KAIDAN

(into com-link)

Hey Commander, how are things going on your end?

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Not encountering much resistance, still deciding whether or not that’s a good thing.

KAIDAN

(into com-link)

I hear ya, Dr. Solus made this place sound like a fortress. All we’ve run into are a few geth so far. 

Wrex shoots one, shattering its head.

Nothing we can’t handle.

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Any sign of Saren or the conduit?

KAIDAN

(into com-link)

That’s a negative on the first. As for the second, I wouldn’t know it if I saw it. I haven’t seen anything that appears Prothean though. 
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Keep your eyes open. But remember, we’re here to work fast.

KAIDAN

(into com-link)

Read you loud and clear, we’ll be ready to call in the bomb squad in a moment. Alenko out.
INT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – CONTROL TOWER

The elevator door opens and we see Shepard, Tali and Liara fan out into the room with their guns drawn, obviously ready for a firefight. The room, however, is deserted. There are two rows of computer terminals overlooking a large window, which provides a view of the courtyard. On the opposite wall is a large holographic display of Sovereign. It is for the moment immobile. Shepard steps out into the middle of the room, noticing the security cameras on the ceiling. Liara steps out beside him while Tali heads for the nearest terminal and starts hacking in. 

LIARA

This doesn’t seem right. 

SHEPARD

That’s because it isn’t. There should have at least been a guard. This whole thing is a setup. Tali, can you locate where the ambush is going to hit us from?

TALI

No mention, they must have kept it off the records. What I can do, however is override the front gate defense protocols and give them some –

SOVEREIGN

You are not Saren.
Shepard, Liara and Tali all spin around and cautiously approach the hologram of Sovereign.

LIARA

What was that? Does it have some kind of V.I. interface? 
SOVEREIGN

Rudimentary creatures of blood and flesh, you touch my mind, fumbling in ignorance, incapable of understanding. 
TALI

I don’t think that’s a V.I.
SOVEREIGN

There is a realm of existence so far beyond your own you cannot even imagine it. I am beyond your comprehension. I am Sovereign. 
LIARA

This is the ship that attacked Eden Prime.

SHEPARD

(in realization)

It’s not a ship, it’s a reaper! Sovereign is an actual reaper!
SOVEREIGN

Reaper? A label created by the Protheans to give voice to their destruction. In the end, what they chose to call us is irrelevant. We simply... are. 
LIARA

Impossible! The Protheans were wiped out over fifty thousand years ago. The idea of living that long is, unbelievable!

SOVEREIGN

Organic life is nothing but a genetic mutation, an accident. Your lives are measured in years and decades. You wither and die. We are eternal, the pinnacle of evolution and existence. Before us, you are nothing. Your extinction is inevitable. We are the end of everything. 
SHEPARD

Boldly spoken for a hunk of metal.
SOVEREIGN

Confidence born of ignorance. The cycle cannot be broken. The pattern has repeated itself more times than you can fathom. Organic civilizations rise, evolve, advance, and at the apex of their glory they are extinguished. The Protheans were not the first. They did not create the Citadel. They did not forge the mass relays. They merely found them - the legacy of my kind.
LIARA

You made the mass relays, the citadel? Why?

SOVEREIGN

Your civilizations are based on the technology of the mass relays. Our technology. By using it, your civilization develops along the paths we desire. We impose order on the chaos of organic life. You exist because we allow it, and you will end because we demand it.
SHEPARD

You speak like there are more of you, but you’re the only one of your kind I’ve ever seen.

SOVEREIGN

We are legion. The time of our return is coming. Our numbers will darken the sky of every world. You cannot escape your doom.
SHEPARD

(approaching the hologram)

You’re not even alive, not really. You’re just a machine, and machines can be broken!
SOVEREIGN

Your words are as empty as your future. I am the Vanguard of your destruction. This exchange is over... 
The hologram flickers and vanishes from view. Shepard and the others stand there in shock for a moment. Then resolve forms on Shepard’s face and he hits his com-link.
SHEPARD

(into com-link)

Kaidan, I hope your boys have that bomb prepped because something tells me, we just ran out of time.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan and Wrex overseeing the bomb crew as they set up the bomb. There is a small pile of geth wreckage off to the side. Both Kaidan and Wrex have their guns drawn. Kaidan looks down and keys his com-link.

KAIDAN

That’s an affirmative on both, Commander. Checking our motion tracker now and the damn thing is starting to light up like a meteor shower! I don’t know where they were hiding all this time. Good news is that we’re almost ready to start the countdown, just one or two last procedures till –

We see Saren fly by overhead on a geth hover platform. 

Son of a bitch, it’s the main turian himself!
WREX

He’s mine!
Wrex takes off after Saren.
KAIDAN

Wrex! I need you here! Stop! 

INT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – CONTROL TOWER

We see Shepard listening in to Kaidan while Tali and Liara look on.

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

Wrex, stand down! Wrex, this is an order, stand down! Damn it!

Shepard changes his keypad.

Joker, come in. Joker, do you read me?

JOKER (O.C.)

What’s up, Commander? Is it time to go?

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

We need evac a.s.a.p.!

JOKER (O.C.)

Glad to oblige, just be sure to turn  off the anti-air defenses for me. I’d hate to… 

Joker’s voice is cut out in static. 
SHEPARD

Joker? Joker come in! Tali, hack in to the mainframe. Make sure the anti-air defenses are shut down!

We see Tali approach the terminal and attempt to gain entry, only to have it short out on her.
TALI

They’ve shut it down!

LIARA

Shepard, what about Wrex? What are you going to do?

SHEPARD

(after some thought)

Tali, get Liara back to the Normandy! Tell Joker to launch and that we’ll need immediate evac from here. You’ve got twenty minutes. 

LIARA

What? Shepard, I’m not going anywhere without you! You can’t keep throwing me to the sidelines every time something goes wrong!

SHEPARD

I’m not. But this is the best plan. Trust me on it, okay Liara? Please? 

Liara looks longingly at Shepard for a moment before bowing her head. Shepard looks over to Tali.

Go, as fast as you can! Move!
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see a rocket explosion through a salarian into the air. We then see Ashley ducking through some rock formations as she makes her way over to Garrus and Mordin. Another explosion sounds.

ASHLEY

How are you two holding up?

MORDIN

Not the most intelligent question given the circumstances; hope your Commander provides relief soon!
GARRUS

He will!

(fires sniper rifle)

Just have to keep the distraction coming.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

Garrus, Ashley, anyone from the front team reading me?

ASHLEY

(into com-link)

Loud and clear, Skipper. What’s the word?

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Sovereign’s knocked down our long range comm’s so we’re cut off from Joker. I sent Tali and Liara back to get a message across. Almost time to detonate, you guys ready to pull back?

ASHLEY

(into com-link)

Give the word.

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Right, be ready for my signal!

The camera moves and we see a salarian beside them get lit up by laser fire.

MORDIN

Hope it comes soon.
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – OUTER PERIMITER

We see Wrex chasing Saren. He fires several shots at the hover platform, the last one hits and Saren looks down, noticing Wrex below. He swerves around and leaps off, landing a few paces ahead of Wrex.

SAREN

Well, well, a krogan. You must be part of Shepard’s team. Strange that you would take arms against me seeing as how I am the salvation for your pathetic race. I suppose gratitude cannot be expected from a creature such as you. 
WREX

You used my people as puppets to look for your stupid artifact! You will pay for your crime!
SAREN

The sword of justice that Shepard sends to fight his battles? 

(laughs)

Very well then, let’s get to it! 
Wrex fires his shotgun at Saren. The turian runs to the side, ducking behind a railing. He pops out after his initial dodge and fires off a couple of rounds with his pistol. Wrex is moving and manages to dodge the shot before he knocks right into Saren. The two of them tumble and their weapons are knocked free. They roll around with neither gaining an upper hand. Finally Saren kicks Wrex off and gets to his feet.

SAREN

This is it, krogan? Surely you have something more! Your people, what a waste!

Wrex roars in anger and charges Saren. Saren sidesteps and hits Wrex hard in the gut. Wrex wheezes and drops, barely dodging Saren’s next kick as he rolls to the side. Saren stomps the ground, trying to land a blow against Wrex. Finally Wrex is able to get to his feet and tries to throw a punch but Saren blocks it and instead lands one of his own. Wrex staggers back as Saren goes for his gun. He is about to get it when Shepard comes in and tackles him and knocks him down. The two get up and exchange blows. Finally Shepard drops back and readies his assault rifle. Saren scrambles and grabs his pistol before ducking behind a railing.
SAREN

Well, the human spectre to the rescue! What a disgrace giving that title to a half-formed creature like you!

SHEPARD

You’re one to talk, Saren! I’ve seen Sovereign, I know everything now! You act superior but really you’re just a puppet; a cheap doll on strings! 
SAREN

I may be aiding Sovereign, Shepard, but my will is my own. 

Shepard gets up and charges while Wrex scrambles to cover, picking up his shotgun in the process. Saren looks up and fires several shots but misses. Shepard fires back before resuming cover, this time at a point that is starting to put Saren in between Wrex and himself. Saren notices and starts to inch away from his cover.

SHEPARD

I’ve been putting together the pieces: the rachni mind research on Noveria, Matriarch Benezia’s bizarre decision to join your cause. She tried to tell me before she was silenced. Your doing, or your master’s? 
Saren continues to inch away, moving closer to Shepard while remaining out of his vision. 
SAREN

You’ve seen Sovereign for yourself, what are any of us against that kind of power? 
SHEPARD

There is always a way! We can defeat the Reapers!
SAREN

I no longer believe that, Shepard. The visions cannot be denied. The Reapers are too powerful. The only hope of survival is to join with them. Sovreign is a machine. It thinks like a machine. If I can prove my value, I become a resource, worth maintaining. There is no other logical conclusion.
SHEPARD

You were a Spectre. You swore to protect the galaxy. Then you broke that vow to save yourself!
SAREN

Typical human attitude; always assuming that actions need to be motivated by self-preservation. I'm not doing this for myself. Don't you see, Sovreign will succeed. It is inevitable. My way is the only way any of us will survive. I'm forging an alliance between us and the Reapers, between organics and machines, and in doing so, I will save more lives than have ever existed. But you would undo my work. You would doom our entire civilization to complete annihilation, and for that, you must die.
Saren dives around a corner into a clean line of sight between him and Shepard. He fires a shot with his pistol. Shepard is hit in the left shoulder and falls back. Wrex roars and charges Saren from the other side. Wrex hits Saren in the back and the two fall forward. However, on the ground things quickly shift to Saren’s favor as he gets on top of Wrex and starts beating him with his pistol. Shepard struggles to regain his balance and alertly taps into his com-link.

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

Kaidan, start the countdown!

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Gladly, Commander, there’s starting to be more geth here than we can handle! Going to need some support if we’re to pull out.

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

Be with you shortly.
Shepard looks at Saren. Saren shoves off of Wrex and gets to his feet, looking uncertain of his next move.

Twenty minutes. That’s how long you have to get away before this place is vaporized. But your master isn’t going to let you leave is he? Where’s the arrogance now, Saren?

SAREN

While it would give me no shortage of pleasure to kill you now, Shepard. I believe I will let your foolish action do it for me. 

Saren dings some cords on his arm. His hover platform zooms around and appears behind Shepard.

Congratulations, Commander, you’ve just erased your chances of ever finding the Prothean conduit! That is unless you plan on killing me, saving your friends and finding the artifact all within, what was it, twenty minutes?
Shepard looks furious with himself. Saren laughs. Wrex struggles to get to his feet.

ASHLEY (O.C.)

Commander, come in Commander! We’re pinned down and taking heavy losses, we can’t move an inch! Requesting immediate support a.s.a.p.!

SAREN

Better make your move quickly, Shepard.

SHEPARD

Good idea!

Shepard opens fire on Saren. A mechanized biotic shield forms around Saren, protecting him from harm. Saren shakes his head and charges Shepard, knocking him to the side as he leaps onto his hover platform. Saren zips away off screen, all the time leering at Shepard as he withdraws. Shepard watches him go before helping Wrex to his feet.

WREX

You let him go? Why did you let him go?

SHEPARD

Because our first priority is our team. You’re welcome, by the way.

WREX

He shouldn’t have beaten me, he just –

SHEPARD

Made you angry, which made you sloppy. It happens. Come on, we have ground to cover. We need to get back to Kaidan and then work our way over to Ashley within twenty minutes!

KAIDAN (O.C.)

You can’t.

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

Kaidan, how’d you hear what I was saying?

KAIDAN (O.C.)

You left your com on after talking with Ashley, I’ve been hearing everything. Shepard there isn’t enough time from where you are. Get Ashley and get out!
ASHLEY (O.C.)

To hell with that plan! Shepard, forget about us; save Kaidan and the bomb squad! 

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Ash, I appreciate the thought but –

ASHLEY (O.C.)

But nothing! You’re more important than us, please don’t –

SHEPARD

Enough! Kaidan, you’re sure on the time?

KAIDAN (O.C.)

Positive. Believe me, I wish I wasn’t. Please get Ash and Garrus out of here, Commander. Don’t forget Mordin and his men too. There are more of them than there are of us.

ASHLEY (O.C.)

Kaidan… 

SHEPARD

Ashley, tell Mordin to pull his men back as far as they can and wait for us. You and Garrus keep out of sight until we get there, we’ll need sniper support.
ASHLEY (O.C.)

Commander – 

SHEPARD

Do it, Williams!

ASHLEY (O.C.)

Yes sir.

KAIDAN (O.C.)

It’s the right call and you know it, Ash. I’m sorry it had to be this way. I’m sorry I said those things to you…
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE
We see Ashley crouched behind a boulder. We see the tears on her face through her translucent helmet. 

ASHLEY

Yeah, I’m really sorry too.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan crouched near the bomb along with the entire bomb squad. They have erected a mishmash fort out of crates and are all taking shelter behind it as shots from the geth pelt the other side. We see the faces of the bomb squad members through their helmets as they look up, resigning themselves to death. At last we end on Kaidan’s face; it is filled with regret and resolve. He looks up at the bomb, which shows slightly less than ten minutes remaining. 
KAIDAN
(into com-link)

You made the right call, Commander.

SHEPARD (O.C.)

It sure as hell doesn’t feel like it. It has been an honor to serve with each of you fine soldiers. I swear to you, this ultimate service will not be for nothing!

KAIDAN

(into com-link)

We know you’ll get that bastard, Saren! I just wish I could be there when you wipe the smile off of his smug face. It has truly been an honor to serve, Shepard.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – OUTER PERIMITER

We see Shepard dragging Wrex to his feet.

SHEPARD

(into com-link)

With you as well. Godspeed, my friend. 

Shepard keys off his com-link as he and Wrex run towards the front entrance. 

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan slowly lower his com-link.

KAIDAN

Good-bye…

Kaidan looks up and exchanges nods with some of the men crouched alongside him. A few of the bomb squad members make religious signs of prayer while others simply load their weapons. Kaidan slinks to the edge of the barrier and peers out. We see numerous geth charging toward them. Kaidan draws his pistol and snaps off a few shots. Instantly the geth scatter to cover and return fire. One by one we see every member of the bomb squad begin to engage the geth, popping over the barrier and exchanging volleys.
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see Ashley and Garrus inching back as rockets explode overhead. Mordin peaks out from behind a boulder and manages to shoot one of the geth rocket troopers that is pinning them down. 

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see a geth hopper leap the barrier and tackle one of the bomb squad members to the ground. Kaidan instantly fires up his biotics. He lifts up his right hand, lifting the hopper with it, and then he proceeds to twirl and swing a downward kick, which crashes the geth into the ground. One of the squad members moves over to congratulate him but is shot and killed.
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see the geth above the main gate firing down upon Ashley, Garrus, Mordin and the others. Suddenly Shepard and Wrex round the corner onto the same area as the geth and mow them down from the side.
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see a geth rocket trooper crouch down and fire into the barrier. It explodes, sending boxes up into the air all over the place. Kaidan is thrown by the blast and lands hard on his face. As he picks himself up, we can see blood dripping down from his lip and nose.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see Shepard and Wrex finish off the geth on the gate before leaping down to the ground below. Both hit the ground hard and roll before getting up. Shepard furiously keys his com-link as everyone there starts to pull back. He stops to exchange a look with Ashley. 
EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan turn around and check the timer. It is at around five minutes. As he looks back, a bomb squad member that was standing near him is rattled with geth plasma bolts before collapsing, dead. We see Kaidan power up his biotics again and shove forward, sending a surge that knocks all the geth in front of him down. Almost immediately afterward, Kaidan collapses. He is dripping sweat. As he looks up we hear a gunshot ring out. 

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

We see a multitude of geth pouring out of the front entrance. Shepard and Ashley are laying down covering fire as the Normandy swoops by overhead. We see the sky light up with laser fire as the anti-air guns come online.

INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

We see Joker brace at the controls as the ship is hit. He then slams the com-link on and shuts for them to get on board.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

We see Kaidan removing his hand from his chest to stare at it. It is covered in blood.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

The Normandy hovers with the main hanger open. Tali and Liara are seen helping people on board. Shepard and Ashley fall back farther. Shepard motions for Ashley to climb on the ship.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

Kaidan crawls backward. He shoots several of the numerous geth that are approaching him. Looking around, Kaidan notices that there is only one other person left. A geth suddenly shoots him in the shoulder.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – FRONT ENTRANCE

Shepard is the last one left outside. We see Liara shouting at him to get on board. Finally Shepard turns around and allows himself to be pulled up. Liara immediately hugs him.

EXT. VIRMIRE – SAREN’S BASE – MAIN COURTYARD

Kaidan is lying on his back. He is dying. Around him the geth advance towards the bomb, completing ignoring him. Kaidan is staring at the sky. He sees the Normandy take off and soar up toward the atmosphere. Turning his head, he looks over to see the timer with less than a minute to go. The geth look puzzled. One turns around and sees him staring. It advances toward him and raises its gun. Kaidan smiles as he dies.

INT. NORMANDY – MAIN HANGER

Wrex slams his fist angrily against the wall before stalking off. Ashley falls to her haunches. Tali looks down, we can see tear drops hitting the inside of her helmet. Garrus looks torn. Mordin and his remaining men look unsure of what to do. Shepard and Liara are still embracing, Liara is crying. Shepard is staring out a small viewport in the main hanger as Virmire grows distant. We see the reflection of the nuclear flash go off in his helmet.
INT. NORMANDY – BRIEFING ROOM

We see Shepard standing in the middle of the Briefing Room with his head bowed. He is facing the camera in the direction of the hologram projector. Behind him we see Garrus, Liara, Ashley, Tali and Wrex all seated in their chairs. Kaidan’s chair is visibly empty. Off screen the Council are present in holographic form along with Ambassador Udina. 

ASARI COUNCILOR (O.C.)

We are all sorry to hear the loss of your man, Commander. The important thing, however, is that Saren’s facility was destroyed. 

UDINA (O.C.)

Yes very well done, Shepard. I knew we could count on you.

The camera shifts to bring the council into view, we see only Shepard’s back.

SHEPARD

The mission was a failure. I destroyed the beacon. I destroyed the last link to finding the Conduit. I’ve basically guaranteed the Reapers return. 
TURIAN COUNCILOR

Ah yes, “Reapers”. We have dismissed that claim.

SHEPARD

What?

SALARIAN COUNCILOR

Think about it logically, Commander. Everything we’ve seen so far from Saren, from the Rachni resurrection to the Krogan breeding facility, leads us to believe that he is trying to create an army to challenge the Citadel. The Reaper myth, this promise of an age of technological perfection, is simply the trick he used to recruit the geth into his service. 

SHEPARD

No! I spoke with Sovereign! That thing is a Reaper!

TURIAN COUNCILOR

You spoke with a sophisticated geth A.I. no doubt. An interface designed to allow Saren to have better control of his ship.
ASHLEY (O.C.)

You’ve got to be kidding me.

UDINA

Keep quiet, Williams. Shepard, you have done humanity a great service and I am grateful. But let it drop. I don’t need you becoming a liability. 

SHEPARD

A liability? Ambassador there is a legitimate Reaper threat out there that we must take action against! We haven’t hurt Saren at all, we haven’t even altered his plans!
UDINA

And whose fault is that, Commander? If Saren was such a great threat, why haven’t you dispatched him by now? No! You were fooled by a lie that you don’t want to admit to. The Council can handle it from here, with my help of course.

SHEPARD

Don’t do this, Udina! Listen to reason!

UDINA

Enough! You and your ship are to return to the Citadel immediately for debriefing and to discharge the Salarian team over to their people. That is an order.

ASARI COUNCILOR

Have you anything else to say, Commander?

Shepard looks at each hologram, stopping on Udina.

SHEPARD

Why bother? You’ve already made up your minds.

Shepard switches off the hologram link and storms out of the room. The rest of the squad exchanges a look. Wrex scoffs and tears out of the room shortly after, slamming his fist against the wall as he leaves. Everyone follows but Liara. She sits in the empty room and stares at the floor. 

INT. NORMANDY – SHOWER LOCKER ROOM

We see Ashley enter the shower locker room. It looks like the locker room of a gymnasium with many small lockers mounted into the wall and bland, pale gray floor and ceiling. There are benches just in front of the lockers to use for changing. Ashley collapses onto one with a sigh and buries her face in her hands. After a few moments, Garrus walks in. He sees Ashley slumped over and stops a few paces away from her.

GARRUS

Are you doing all right?
ASHLEY

What do you think?
Garrus doesn’t respond. Instead he goes and sits down next to her. Ashley sighs again.

I should have done something! Shepard should have left us! Why didn’t he? 
GARRUS

It wasn’t his fault.

ASHLEY

I know!

GARRUS

And it wasn’t yours.

ASHLEY

I know.

GARRUS

We’re going to get Saren! The Commander isn’t going to give up now.

ASHLEY

Yeah… you sure that’s what you want? If Saren wins it could mean the turians coming out on top of everything.

GARRUS

Don’t count me with him! He’s a disgrace and a monster! I guess you do though, don’t you?
ASHLEY

No I don’t; I try not to! It’s just… family history I guess. Dumb reason, I know.

GARRUS

Don’t worry about it. 

A brief moment of silence passes. Ashley opens her mouth to speak but is cut off.

TALI (O.C.)

Let go of me! I didn’t do anything wrong!

SOLDIER 1 (O.C.)

Let’s see what’s under that mask, geth maker!

SOLDIER 2 (O.C.)

Yeah, I bet she has one of those flashlight heads just like them!

Ashley and Garrus exchange a look before bolting from the bench in the direction of the noise. We see a couple of rows over in the locker room. It is virtually identical to the area that Ashley and Garrus were at previously, save for a TV hanging on the wall. It is currently off. We see Tali struggling to get by two Normandy soldiers, both of whom are obviously drunk and trying to grab onto her.
TALI

Please, I just came down here to check a switchboard!

SOLDIER 1

Yeah right, quarian, more likely you’re mapping the ship for your geth buddies!

SOLDIER 2

I always suspected we had a traitor on board!

TALI

Don’t be ridiculous! My people hate the geth more than anyone; they forced us from our home!

SOLDIER 1

Or maybe you just like wearing those tight suits and sexy helmets!

SOLDIER 2

You know she’s real cute underneath it. Let’s have a look.

TALI

No! I’ll die without it! Please!

SOLDIER 2

Serves you right for what you did to our friends, geth maker!
The two soldiers advance on Tali and successfully pin her to the wall opposite from the television. Just as they are about to unmask her, Ashley and Garrus rush in. Each one grabs a soldier and together they throw them off of Tali. One of the soldiers (SOLDIER 1) gets up and charges Garrus, who punches him down to the ground.
SOLDIER 1

Overgrown lizard! Wait until the Commander hears about this! He’s going to – 

SHEPARD (O.C.)

Going to what?
Everyone turns. We see Shepard standing in the entrance to the shower rooms. On his face is an expression of cold fury. 
SOLDIER 1

Commander!

SOLDIER 2

Sir, we were just going – 

SHEPARD

I know what you were just going to do. I saw everything. Let me tell you this; you’re both very lucky. Lucky that Vakarian and Williams got to you before I did. Garrus?

GARRUS

Yes?

SHEPARD

Take these two men to the holding cells and lock them up. I want them off my ship and on their way to a court martial as soon as we reach the Citadel. 
TALI

It’s okay… really, Shepard. I’m fine. They didn’t know what they were doing.

SOLDIER 2

Sir, we’re sorry, we had one too many to drink. It’s just Kaidan sir. He was killed by those geth and this quarian well…

SHEPARD

Well nothing! Tali, her name is Tali! She is a member of my team! You just nearly incapacitated another member of my team! That will not be tolerated on my ship! Garrus, take them to the holding cells, now!

SOLDIER 1

Sir, she’s just a quarian!

Shepard rushes forward and grabs the soldier, slamming him into the wall by the television, causing it to turn on. It is a news report with Khalisah Al-Jilani. We recognize it as the interview with Kaidan. Shepard stops and all eyes turn toward the screen.

KHALISAH AL-JILANI (TV)

Commander Shepard, Khalisah Al-Jilani; Westerlund News, I was wondering if I could have moment of your time?

SHEPARD (TV)

I’m afraid not. 

KHALISAH AL-JILANI (TV)

It’s important for the people to hear your story!

SHEPARD (TV)

I’m sorry I don’t have time. Lt. Alenko, would you care for press duty?

KAIDAN (TV)

Huh?

SHEPARD (TV)

Good to hear. You know the drill. I’ll see you in the hanger shortly.

KAIDAN (TV)

(to Shepard)

You owe me for this.

(to Khalisah)

Ma’am, unfortunately the Commander is unavailable to take questions at the moment. However I can answer any and all inquiries you have’ within regulations of course.

KHALISAH AL-JILANI (TV)

I’m a top news reporter. I didn’t get this job by wasting time talking to small fish like you. 

KAIDAN (TV)

Sorry, you’ll just have to settle. 

KHALISAH AL-JILANI (TV)

Your name, are you Lt. Kaidan Alenko?

KAIDAN (TV)

The one and only, hopefully I’m not too small of a fish.

KHALISAH AL-JILANI (TV)

No, no, the famed Lt. Alenko, you’ll do just fine. Tell me Lieutenant; what is it like to be deflected into the spotlight yet forever be in Shepard’s shadow?

KAIDAN (TV)

I… 

Ashley turns off the screen, visibly distressed. Shepard just stares at it blankly for a few seconds before turning to leave the room.

SHEPARD

(as he leaves)

Take them to the holding cells.

INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

We see Shepard’s room. It is bare and done in military standard. There is very little in it, save for a bed, two chairs, a bedside table and a closet. On the bedside table there is a medal display propped up, we cannot make out the individual medals. We see Shepard sitting slumped over on his bed. After a few seconds he looks up at the medal display and scowls. Moments later he is on his feet, across the room and has knocked the display case to the floor. Liara enters. Shepard turns and stares at her. Liara stares back, a mixture of sorrow and comfort on her face. Several moments pass as a lustful expression forms in Shepard’s face. Suddenly Shepard rushes forward and pushes Liara back against the wall as the two engage in a passionate kiss. After several seconds, Liara breaks it.

LIARA

Wait, Shepard, if we do this now – if you and I aren’t completely – I don’t know what the melding could do to you.
SHEPARD

I need to find him, Liara. He needs to pay for what he’s done.

A look of sadness crosses Liara’s features.

LIARA

I know you do… but please tell me one thing…

Shepard looks at her deeply.

SHEPARD

Anything.

LIARA

What’s your first name? I’ve never heard you use it once around the crew.

SHEPARD

It’s Jonathan. Alliance always said to use ‘Shepard’. They said it made me sound more like a leader.

LIARA

Jonathan… 

Liara smiles and a single tear rolls down her cheek.

Embrace eternity. 

Liara plants her lips onto Shepard’s and pushes him back onto his bed. The two fall hard onto the sheet’s in a scene of passion as the camera fades gently to black in the rhythm of a heartbeat.
INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

The camera fades back in gently as we see Shepard’s hand run down Liara’s naked back. The camera fades to black gently to the sound of another beat.

INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

The camera fades in gently as we see a fully nude Liara with her back turned toward the camera as she smiles down at Shepard who is lying on the bed. The camera fades out as Liara leans forward and lovingly touches the side of Shepard’s face. There is another beat.

INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

The camera fades in again with another beat and some time has passed. Liara and Shepard are both nude under the covers of Shepard’s bed. Liara is on top of Shepard and is rocking into the rhythm of his thrusts. We see Liara arch forward and exhale lustfully. The camera fades gently out to another beat.

INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

The camera fades in as we see Liara lying on top of Shepard, both still fully nude. Liara and Shepard are kissing passionately as Shepard continues his thrusts. The heartbeats speed up as suddenly Liara shoots back and stares at the ceiling, an expression of pure bliss on her face. The expression quickly changes as her eyes flash into a deep black hue.   

INT. CITADEL – VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Through the flash of the melding we see the complete picture of the Beacons message. We see the keepers scuttling around in a strange way and activating various secret locations on the citadel while black silohuettes (Protheans) look on in wonder. 

EXT. CITADEL - SPACE 

Flash-cut to the entire citadel viewed from a space perspective. We see a massive relay being opened in the center. Suddenly a mass of reapers pour through, led by HARBINGER. We see the reaper fleet eradicate the Prothean defenses in a matter of seconds. 
EXT. SPACE

We see a multitude of planets as the Reapers descend upon them. Explosions and massive eruptions of fire quickly ensure.

EXT. SPACE - ILOS

We see the planet Ilos, a planet of fetile, semi-tropical forests. The last planet to contain the Prothean civilization.    
INT. ILOS – PROTHEAN LAB
We see the silhouettes of Protheans as they stand in a sophisticated, alien-looking lab and stare at a screen with an image of a keeper on it. They are obviously studying the keepers and doing extensive test on all the data they have (they have no actual keepers). We see what looks like years of study and work toward a common goal: disable the keepers ability to activate the Citadel Mass Relay.
INT. ILOS – CONDUIT CHAMBER

Finally we see success and for the first time we glimpse the Conduit as it locked deep underground in the labs of Ilos.  

EXT. ILOS – PROTHEAN LAB
We see silhouettes of the last remaining Protheans exit the lab and look up as the ominous shadows of the reapers descend upon them. The flash of the meld ends.  
INT. NORMANDY – SHEPARD’S PERSONAL QUARTERS

We see Liara slouched over against the wall. Shepard is beside her as is Dr. Chakwas. Shepard is dressed and has draped his blanket over Liara’s nude form. Liara opens her eyes and they have resumed their normal hue.   

SHEPARD 
Liara! Are you okay? What happened?
LIARA

Shepard I – Ilos! I saw the Conduit! It’s on Ilos!
SHEPARD

You saw it? How? 
LIARA 

Through the melding, I saw it all! Shepard, it’s the Citadel, the whole thing is a giant mass relay! The reapers use the keepers to activate it. Somehow the Protheans found a way to stop them, a way to create a new, hidden door. It’s on Ilos!


CHAKWAS      
She needs medical attention, Commander. 
SHEPARD       
(to Liara)         

You’re sure?
Liara nods. Shepard stands with a look of purpose.

Dr. Chakwas, take Liara to the medbay.
(keys comm) 

Joker, get us to Ilos now! I’ll be on the bridge presently!

 
JOKER (O.C.)
You got it, Commander.
Shepard moves to leave his cabin. Liara looks up at him.
LIARA 

Jonathan, you’re all right?
Shepard turns at looks at Liara. 

SHEPARD

  Yes, Liara, I am. 
INT. NORMANDY – CORRIDOR 
We see Shepard making his way to the bridge. He bumps into Mordin. 
MORDIN   

Shepard, glad we ran into each other, hoping to talk. Virmire, bad situation, were sloppy mistakes on my end; cost good soldiers’ lives. Very sorry about result. 

SHEPARD
I appreciate that.
MORDIN
Heard about recent course change. 

SHEPARD
Sad to say that you and your men aren’t coming with us.
MORDIN 
Aren’t we?
SHEPARD   
No, I need you to take your team via shuttle to the closest relay and make the jump to the Citadel. They need to be warned.  
MORDIN
Warned, what about?
SHEPARD
Reapers, Dr. Solus. Possibly all of them. 
INT. SOVEREIGN - BRIDGE
We see Saren sitting at his command chair as geth tend to his bionic enhancements. One is clumsy and accidently sears his flesh. Saren howls and grabs the geth, quickly smashing it against the ground. A holographic image of Sovereign appears out of nowhere and hovers in front of Saren.          

SOVEREIGN 

This is pain born of impurity. You need to be purged of this weakness.     

SAREN  

Pain teaches. I learn from it. I need it to survive. 

SOVEREIGN
Negative. Pain is an organic defect. One of many that needs to be removed from you. 
SAREN
I - 
 

SOVEREIGN  
This is not a matter of negotiation. 
Sovereign’s image flickers and vanishes. Saren sits there, clearly deep in thought, as the geth continue to work on this mechanical arm.
EXT. SPACE – ABOVE ILOS
We see the Normandy warp in from the mass effect relay and head for Ilos.
SHEPARD (O.C.)

I’m going to make this simple and clear: the Conduit is down there and most likely Saren has already reached in. Within minutes the entire Citadel will be overrun. We need to make this fast.  
EXT. NORMANDY – MAIN HATCH
We see the Normandy making a dive for Ilos’ atmosphere. The ship suddenly begins the pull up in an arc. We see the hatch open and the Mako deployed down to the planet.
SHEPARD (O.C.)
We’ll take the Mako in hard and run over their defenses. We don’t know how long the Conduit will stay open after Saren uses it so we need to go through right on his heels. Joker, I need you to take the Normandy and form up with Admiral Hackett. I’ve already filled him in on the situation.   

  JOKER (O.C.)
Aye-aye, Commander.
EXT. ILOS – PROTHEAN LAB
We see the overgrown ruins of the old Prothean lab. It is swarming with geth. Several hundred yards away the Mako crashes down and starts driving toward the structure.  
SHEPARD (O.C.)
Tali, I need you to drive like never before.
A geth colossus appears in front of the Mako. We see the Mako start to swerve.       

INT. MAKO - COCKPIT
Tali is at the wheel with Shepard riding shotgun. Ashley, Wrex and Liara are visible in the back. We see Tali maneuvering the Mako out of incoming fire as the cockpit shakes.
TALI

Garrus, take it down!
GARRUS (O.C.)
I’m working on it!
EXT. ILOS – PROTHEAN LAB
The Mako opens fire. The missile explodes against the colossus but does not destroy it. 
TALI (O.C.)
Bosh'tet! Hang on!   

The Mako suddenly surges forward and rams the colossus at full speed. The geth machine crumples under the Mako as it rolls on into the Prothean lab. 
INT. ILOS – PROTHEAN LAB
We see multiple different types of infantry geth all open fire on the Mako as it shoots past. The geth that are standing in the way are simply run over, they never even try to move aside. The Mako is descending down a long huge corridor towards the Conduit which still is not visible. As the Mako passes the geth, the turret opens fire and takes out many that are standing off to the side. 
INT. MAKO – COCKPIT
It is the same layout as before.

WREX
I love the sound they make as they’re crushed. 


ASHLEY
I worry about you. 
TALI  

Shouldn’t be much farther now. I’m detecting a very large energy source powering up about a mile ahead of us. 
SHEPARD
No! 

LIARA
What is it?
   
SHEPARD     

Do you realize what that means?

ASHLEY
(in dawning horror)   

We’re too late.
EXT. CITADEL - SPACE 

We see the Citadel looming in space with its defensive fleet maintaining orbit within its giant arms. The Destiny Ascension looms as the largest ship by far. We pan in on the Destiny Ascension. 

INT. DESTINY ASCENSION – COMMAND DECK
We see Admiral Nekulon Vakarian leads the Council around on what is clearly some type of inspection. The command deck is a mass of military officers (mostly turian and asari, no humans) at various control panels. Admiral Nekulon turns to the Council.
ASARI COUNCILOR

While we appreciate you bringing us up here, Admiral, we still feel that is may be an unnecessary precaution. 
NEKULON 
That may be, but I was never allowed to speak with Commander Shepard myself. I only know the man to be a competent and seasoned soldier and, in my experience, when they say that there is a risk to Citadel Security then the proper safety protocols must be observed. 
SALARIAN COUNCILOR  

Oh course, Admiral, we did not want to sound ungrateful.   

TURIAN COUNCILOR
Quite the contrary. You are an exemplary officer; much more level headed than some who have been mentioned.
NEKULON 

You give the Commander too little credit I fear. He was able enough to impress my son… and that is no menial task. I only wish he -    

An alarm sounds overhead. Admiral Nekulon immediately whirls around and is at the side of one of his turian officers. 

Status report!
TURIAN OFFICER
Sir, we have enemy ships pouring in through an unauthorized mass relay!
NEKULON  
Which one?
TURIAN OFFICER 

Umm, it appears to be the Citadel itself, Sir.    

TURIAN COUNCILOR
Not possible…
EXT. CITADEL – SPACE

We see the astral vapor surrounding the Citadel light up as dozens of geth ships appear. Suddenly Sovereign warps in; a massive bulk in the center of a mighty fleet. We watch as the C-Sec ships move to intervene but are clearly outmatched. Sovereign fires a thick laser blast from one of its massive tentacles that cuts a turian C-Sec ship in two. As C-Sec and the geth fleet attack one another. Sovereign begins making its way into the center of the Citadel, towards the main tower.  

INT. ILOS – THE CONDUIT
We cut to a geth juggernaut firing its rockets at the Mako. The Mako retaliates and blows the juggernaut to bits with its turret. The Conduit is pulsing bright light just a few hundred yards ahead.

INT. MAKO – TURRET

We see Garrus sitting in the gunner’s chair.

GARRUS
Whew! I could do this all day!
SHEPARD (O.C.)   

Less chatter. Focus on the ones between us and the Conduit!
GARRUS   
Already done!
EXT. ILOS – THE CONDUIT
The Mako picks up an extra blast of speed as the turret swivels and mows down all geth separating the Mako from the Conduit. In a last effort, the Mako turns its small propulsion jets forward and launches itself through the Conduit just as it closes. 
EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER
We see the Mako erupt out of what had been, up till that point, just a statue of a mass relay. The Mako crashes hard and slides to a stop on its side; the hull partially in flames. 
INT. DESTINY ASCENSION – COMMAND DECK

We see Admiral Nekulon and his crew lurch forward from a laser impact. Various crew members scurry this way and that as every officer barks orders. None more loudly than Nekulon.
NEKULON
Scramble all remaining ships from C-Sec hangers! Put a mayday through to every planet within one relay jump away for reinforcements! Divert half the power from the forward guns into the shield; remember people that we have the Council onboard!
TURIAN OFFICER

Sir, fleet A reports 60% casualties!

ASARI OFFICER

Fleets B and C at 40% efficiency and falling!

NEKULON

Damn it! We were cows to the slaughter. Report on Saren’s ship!

TURIAN OFFICER 2

Sovereign has reached the Citadel tower, report: Sovereign has reached the tower.

NEKULON

Why the hell is he going there? Helmsman, plot a course for immediate mass relay jump. Our first priority is the Council. XO, signal all crews to the cruisers in the hangers. I have to make sure the geth don’t follow.

XO TRISSES

You, Sir?

NEKULON 

Yes, me! I’m an admiral damn it! I spent most of my career commanding a cruiser, only fitting I die on one. Can’t let these bastards have the Citadel without a fight! You’re in command while I’m gone, XO.
ASARI COUNCILOR

Sir, the arms of the Citadel are closing! 

NEKULON

What?

ASARI COUNCILOR

The Ascension can’t escape in time, Sir. We’re going to be locked in here with these machines! 

NEKULON 

All the more reason to launch the bloody cruisers! 

HACKETT (O.C.)

Attention Admiral Nekulon of the Destiny Ascension, this is Admiral Hackett of the Alliance. We understand you boys could use some help. 
EXT. SPACE – CITADEL

We see a small fleet of Alliance warships warp in and begin to engage the geth fleet. The Normandy is leading the charge through the arms. As the last Alliance ships enter Citadel space, the arms close and the fleets become trapped.
INT. MAKO – COCKPIT – SHEPARD’S P.O.V.

Commander Shepard opens his eyes groggily. Liara is standing over him along with Ashley. They both are wearing looks of concern and shouting to him. Shepard can barely hear; his eardrums have popped. Liara and Ashley pull Shepard to his feet as his mind focuses. 
EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER ENTRANCE

We see Garrus, Wrex and Tali standing by the remains of the Mako. At the sound of a noise inside, Garrus moves over and helps Shepard, Ashley and Liara out of the Mako. All of them are fully suited in armor and wearing their protective helmets. Shepard takes a moment and looks them all over.

SHEPARD

Saren must have cut the air filters. 

(to Ashley)

Any sign of geth activity. 

ASHLEY

Other than all the dead C-Sec guards lying by the entrance to the tower, no. Good bet that Saren is in there.

WREX

Why go into the tower?

SHEPARD

It does more than just house the Council. There are controls for the entire station in there. Saren is probably looking to open the reaper’s relay manually so that Sovereign can –

Shepard glances up and falls silent. Everyone else follows suit. Above them we see Sovereign’s massive form as the Reaper has secured itself to the tower. Shepard looks back down and turns to the tower entrance.

We need to be inside this thing, now!
Tali moves over to the door and examines the circuitry.

TALI

Good news, Shepard, the internal power of the building is intact. We can take the elevator straight up to the control room.
Shepard, Liara, Garrus, Wrex and Ashley follow. 

GARRUS

Why do I get the feeling it’s not going to be that easy?
TALI

You worry too much.
INT. COUNCIL TOWER – ELEVATOR

Shepard, Garrus, Wrex, Ashley, Liara and Tali get in the elevator. Tali keys the button and it starts to ascend. Light-hearted music comes on in the background. The elevator is going painfully slowly. 
ASHLEY

Can’t this damn thing go any faster?

Outside, through the clear glass wall of the elevator; we see the space battle going on. 

SHEPARD

Tali?

TALI

Let me see what I can do.
Tali opens the circuit panel and we see her bring up her omni-tool. After a few seconds of fiddling however, the elevator grinds to a halt and a red light flashes on; blinking at regular intervals. 
WREX

That did not seem productive.

TALI

The power’s been disconnected to the entire circuit!

SHEPARD

Saren! Everyone against the door! Turn on your suit’s gravity generators and make sure your helmet is fully sealed. We’re going outside. 

EXT. COUNCIL TOWER – ELEVATOR

We see the glass on the outside of the elevator explode as Shepard blasts through it. Wrex leaps out first and pulls the others up, one by one. Shepard is last out. As Liara helps him to his feet we switch to a POV behind Shepard as he gazes forward at the mammoth form of Sovereign atop the tower. 

EXT. SPACE – INSIDE THE CITADEL ARMS

We see the Destiny Ascension in a sea of silent laser fire and explosions. A geth ship shoots toward the Ascension but is blown up by an Alliance frigate. Zooming in on the Ascension, we see the main hanger opening and eight turian cruisers pouring out. One is slightly larger than the others (Admiral Nekulon’s ship). They form up in a V-formation and enter the battle. 
INT.  REVELATION – BRIDGE

We see Admiral Nekulon seated in the command chair of his cruiser; the Revelation. At the wall of command consoles in front of him sit his turian officers.

NEKULON

I want first wing to follow me! The remaining ships are to set up a defensive perimeter around the Ascension. If so much as one geth frigate breaches her shields, I’ll have every officer in the fleet court-martialed! Is that understood? XO, get me Admiral Hackett.

TURIAN OFFICER 

Yes Admiral. 
The Turian Officer hits several quick keys.
HACKETT (O.C.)

Hackett here, what’s on your mind, Admiral?

A blast impact shakes the bridge.

NEKULON

What is the status of the Alliance fleet?

HACKETT (O.C.)

If it was just us and the geth, I’d say this was our fight to lose. Sovereign, however, has altered the equation. 

NEKULON

Explain.

HACKETT (O.C.)

To put it bluntly: we can’t hurt it. Our firepower is completely ineffective against whatever shield technology that ship has.
NEKULON

Let’s see how it holds up to turian weaponry. Attention first wing, all cruisers: engage Sovereign!
EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE CITADEL ARMS

Six of the initial eight turian cruisers form up and charge toward Sovereign. They weave in and out of the battle continuing around them and fire a barrage of disruptor torpedoes at the reaper. The torpedoes impact upon Sovereign’s shields harmlessly. The reaper raises one of its gargantuan tentacles and fires an extraordinary laser blast. It saws through half the turian cruiser line, annihilating six ships (Nekulon’s ship survives). 

INT. REVELATION – BRIDGE

Nekulon and his men are thrown by the impact tremor of the blast. Sparks erupt from the command panels. Nekulon struggles back into his command chair.

NEKULON

Signal all ships to switch to loose formation! Whatever you do, don’t cluster! I want the first wing to form up!

TURIAN OFFICER 

Orders?

NEKULON

Another run on Sovereign! Whatever it takes! 
EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE CITADEL ARMS

The turian cruisers zip off and scatter back into formation (looser now). A geth ship comes in behind one and we see the Normandy shoot by and blow it up. 

EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER EXTERIOR

We see Shepard, Tali, Wrex, Garrus, Liara and Ashley running up the side of the Citadel tower. Above them, one of Sovereign’s arms can be seen descending in a slow, fluid motion. Garrus looks up as the Normandy blows up one of the geth ships. He is falling behind the others.

GARRUS

Looks like Joker is having fun.

WREX

Good for him, now pick up the pace! You’re slowing us down!

GARRUS

No can do. My recent… acquisition is weighing me down more than I thought it would.

Shepard signals a halt and they all form up.

SHEPARD

What acquisition?

Garrus reaches behind him and draws the M-490 blackstorm from a slot on his back.

GARRUS

Took it from the Mako. Never know when it will be useful.

ASHLEY

Good call.

TALI

Yeah and I think you’re going to get a chance to use it; look!

Tali points behind them back down the tower. We see an entire army of geth soldiers, complete with three colossuses, making its way towards them. Wrex grunts and draws his shotgun.

WREX

Here comes the fun part.

LIARA

What are we going to do?
SHEPARD

(drawing his gun)

We make a stand!

ASHLEY

And Saren?

SHEPARD

Give me a moment to think.

GARRUS

There’s nothing to think about. You go; the rest of us will hold the line here.

ASHLEY

He’s right.

SHEPARD

No! I will not leave anyone else behind!

WREX

You don’t have a choice. Time to go be the hero, Shepard, leave these bolts to us.
TALI

Yes Commander, you’re our only hope. If Saren is able to call in the reapers…

SHEPARD

(looking at Liara)

You’ll be killed.

LIARA

We’ll be all right. I think I can create a barrier to shield us from the heaviest of their fire. Go, Jonathan, this is the way it has to be.

Shepard hesitates.

SHEPARD

I’ll be back when I can. It has been – 

WREX

Save it! You can tell us when you get back. You got quads in my book, Shepard.

Shepard feigns a smirk and turns, running up toward the control room. Everyone else exchanges a look and then draws their weapons. Liara faces the geth hoard, inhales deeply, and then summons a barrier. 

EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE CITADEL ARMS

We see the blue line that is the barrier from above as the Normandy flies over it. 

INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Joker is in his pilot’s chair, moving his hands furiously as he executes flawless maneuvers. Behind him we see Pressly maintaining order in the command room. 
JOKER

(keying com-link)

Admiral Hackett, sir. I think I’ve found the source of Sovereign’s shield signal.

HACKETT (O.C.)

Let’s have it, Mr. Moreau.

JOKER

Right well you know how most ships keep the source internally? Not this one. I’m picking up a small pocket matching Sovereign’s energy signature that’s located outside of the ship. If we destroy it, Sovereign will essentially experience a complete power shutdown.

HACKETT (O.C.)

All that is wonderful. Where is it?

JOKER

(to himself)

Nice sarcasm.

(to Hackett)

That’s the funny thing: the reading is smack dab inside the tower’s control room. Doesn’t seem possible, right?

The cockpit shakes.

HACKETT (O.C.)

You said that Shepard is heading there, correct?

JOKER

That is a big yes, sir.

INT. COUNCIL TOWER – CONTROL ROOM
We see Saren at the main control panel. It is at the end of an elevated walkway with a decorative garden arranged underneath to adhere to décor. Two geth are flanking him. Shepard enters from behind Saren. The turian makes no sign of acknowledgement but the two geth step forward. Shepard shoots both of them and aims his gun at Saren. 

HACKETT (O.C.)

Then let’s hope he can handle it.

SHEPARD
Saren Arterius, you are under arrest! Step away from the console and raise your arms slowly.
SAREN

(not turning)

I cannot do that, Shepard.

SHEPARD

This is your final warning!

SAREN

(not turning)

I hoped you would find me here. Sovereign expected no less. You have impressed it.
Shepard fires two quick shots. One strikes Saren’s shoulder blade, the other his lower back. Saren finally stops and turns around and we can see that all willpower has left his eyes.

Does it give you pleasure to be proven right? I must look nothing but a farce of myself now, Shepard. You were right about Sovereign’s control… and I was wrong. Now it does not matter.
SHEPARD

I’m one shot away from killing you. Unless the reapers are already through the relay, I’d say that you failed.

SAREN

(laughs bitterly)

The reapers are not yet through but it is no matter. Soon you will be dead, and they will be summoned.

SHEPARD

You seem very sure of yourself. 

SAREN

I no longer matter. It is as you said, Shepard. You were right. I see now… in the end… that I am nothing. 

Saren draws his pistol. Shepard opens fire and shoots him in the head. Saren collapses. He seems to be almost smiling. Shepard walks over and fires again, this time at point blank range. Saren’s corpse slumps lifelessly and falls from the control panel platform and into the garden below. Shepard goes to the controls and begins to reset the panel, restoring all security measures. As he works the camera shifts down to Saren’s body as the blue mechanical light in his eyes flickers back on. Shepard lurches back as Saren springs to his feet, writhing in pain: he appears to be at war with his own body. Eventually the flesh explodes off the turian’s frame and all that remains is a mechanical skeleton that rears its head up at Shepard. Sovereign has taken control of Saren.
SOVEREIGN

I will conclude this matter personally. 

Shepard readies his gun. Sovereign leaps forward, screaming as it launches itself into him.

EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER EXTERIOR

We see a pulse from a geth colossus explode against the barrier. The geth press forward as Liara sags down to her knees, the pressure clearly getting to her. Her face is visible through her mask and is drenched in sweat. Beside her, Garrus, Wrex, Tali and Ashley have all taken up defensive positions and are shooting at the geth (Garrus with a sniper rifle, Wrex and Tali with shotguns and Ashley with an assault rifle). Ashley mows down a wave of geth stalkers as they scramble forward. Liara cries out in pain.
LIARA
It’s too much!

One of the geth colossus’ pulses gets through and explodes behind them. Garrus snipes a geth rocket trooper as it tries to get into position.

TALI

If I could just reach one of the colossus’, I could reprogram it to help us!

WREX

How long did you need?

TALI

It would only be a matter of seconds, why?

WREX

(to Tali)

Give me your shotgun!

Tali throws Wrex her shotgun.

(to Garrus)

Cover us!

Wrex and Tali scramble from cover, with Tali taking the lead. A sniper round flies over their heads and takes out a charging geth. Wrex points his shotgun at a nearby geth trooper and blasts it to pieces. He then twirls and fires a round from Tali’s, punching a hole through another geth trooper. Wrex tosses both shotguns up in the air and, catching them, reloads and dives off into an incoming group of geth. Tali meanwhile scurries past and dives under the hulking frame of one of the geth colossuses. She keys open her omni-tool and sets to work. We zoom out to see the colossus’ eye flicker and change color before it turns and fires on the one next to it; blowing that one to pieces. Several geth juggernauts and rocket troopers turn and open fire on the turn colossus, blowing it up. Tali scrambles out from underneath just as the robot collapses. She meets back up with Wrex and the two bolt for cover. Four stalkers leap after them but Garrus blows them up in rapid succession. Tali and Wrex reach cover. Garrus draws out the blackstorm and creates a black hole in the middle of the geth advance.

GARRUS

That ought to slow them down!
ASHLEY

Doing pretty good for a suicidal last stand. How are you holding up, Liara?

LIARA

It’s getting easier, I think I can manage… I think – 
A shot rings out. One of the geth troopers has penetrated the barrier. Garrus shoots it with his sniper rifle. Liara looks down. Purple blood is leaking out of a bullet hole in her suit. She staggers and falls forward as the barrier collapses.
INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER – CONTROL ROOM

We see Shepard thrown back, his gun skittering away on the floor. Sovereign gallops over to him and grabs his neck, lifting him with one hand. Sovereign tosses Shepard again and the spectre crashes down into the decorative garden. Sovereign leaps down after. Sovereign dives at Shepard, who kicks up and hard, catching the reaper square in the jaw. Sovereign is sent back on its haunches but is not down for long. It scrambles back up and launches itself on top of Shepard. Shepard grabs Sovereign’s arms, keeping its clawed hands away from his face. The two struggle.

SOVEREIGN

Yield, Shepard, you face a foe infinitely your superior!

SHEPARD

You don’t know me very well, reaper! 

Shepard headbutts Sovereign, causing just enough disorientation to send the reaper back. 

I’m known for fighting lost causes!
Shepard dives at Sovereign.

EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER EXTERIOR

We see a close up of Liara’s face as she struggles upright. She looks around, there is a group of geth approaching her. There is a trickle of blood running down from her mouth. Behind her we see Garrus and Ashley scrambling forward.

GARRUS

Hold on!

Liara looks at the incoming geth and her eyes start to flicker. A blue pulse fires itself up around her body as biotic power surges through her. Liara’s eyes go all black as she straightens up, seeming completely unfazed by her injury. Garrus and Ashley look surprised and slow slightly. Two geth flank Liara, one on each side. She doesn’t look at them. They cock their guns. Suddenly Liara kicks forward and brings her arms up and down in two sharp motions. Three shockwaves shootout from her, the two to her sides blow apart the geth that were flanking her. The one forward scatters the rest of the advancing group. Liara charges forward. We see a rippling shield of biotic energy ripple around her as she dives forward and through a geth shock trooper. Liara turns and raises her hands, mentally lifting the two pieces of the shock trooper. She starts moving her arms in a wide horizontal circular motion; eradicating any and all geth around her. Suddenly Liara raises her arms and lifts all the pieces of geth wreckage into the air. She crosses her arms and brings them all smashing down into the remaining colossus, causing it to explode into flames. Liara smirks to herself at the damage done before her biotic power leaves her and her eyes flicker back to normal. She falls forward again. This time completely unconscious. 
EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE ARMS OF THE CITADEL

We see the Normandy weaving through the battle as it fires round after round into Sovereign. The massive reaper is continually unfazed and continues to incinerate any and all Alliance and C-Sec vessels that get too close. We see Nekulon’s cruiser wing dart by the Normandy. 
INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Joker rattles around in his seat as he continues to furiously steer the Normandy.

JOKER

(using com-link)

I hate to be overwhelmingly negative but we’re getting nowhere at FTL speeds. Sovereign’s shields are as strong as ever.

NEKULON (O.C.)

Can’t even get close enough to get a shot off at the control room. The blasted thing is perched on top of it!

HACKETT (O.C.)

It’s in Shepard’s hands now. We need to give him more time.

JOKER

Oh I hear that, I can keep going for days!

NEKULON (O.C.)

Spare us your mouth, pilot! 
INT. REVELATION – BRIDGE

Admiral Nekulon sits in his command chair.

NEKULON

(using com-link)

I am not wild about being a non-factor. 

TURIAN OFFICER

Sir! Downward scans pick up multiple signals on the tower!

JOKER (O.C.)

That’s the team, it’s got to be!

TURIAN OFFICER

Possible. However the multitude of the signals appears to be mechanical.

HACKETT (O.C.)

Geth: Saren is calling up reinforcements. 
JOKER (O.C.)

Not on my watch. I’m going in to provide cover fire.

NEKULON

Copy that, we’re on your six.

TURIAN OFFICER

We are to fire on our own building, sir?

NEKULON

My son is down there, XO. Let’s scorch the geth bastards right off.
TURIAN OFFICER

Yes admiral.

EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER EXTERIOR

We see Tali and Wrex dragging an unconscious Liara back up towards the control room while Garrus and Ashley pick off some of the advancing geth. It is obvious that soon they will be overrun.

GARRUS

Overall, this has been impressive.

TALI

Yeah, five against five hundred, we did okay. Of course, Liara did most of the work.

ASHLEY

Never knew the Doc had it in her. Wish we going to live longer, I’d thank her when she wakes up.

WREX

Hey, we’re not dead yet!

ASHLEY

Soon enough…

TALI

(looking over her shoulder)

We’ve got incoming!

GARRUS

What, did they decide to send in ships to finish the job? Cowardly machines!

WREX

Those are no geth! Get down!
The team throws themselves down as the Normandy flies by overhead, followed closely by Admiral Nekulon’s cruisers. Garrus looks up as his father’s ship passes.

GARRUS

It can’t be… 

EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE ARMS OF THE CITADEL

We see the guns on the lower side of the Normandy open fire. The guns on the turian cruisers follow suit. 

EXT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER EXTERIOR

The geth are sliced apart by the dozens as the ships pass by overhead. Every geth is blown to pieces. It is like watching a field go up in flames as the lasers pass from geth to geth. Back on the wall, the team looks on.

TALI

You guys have to get to Shepard. I’ll stay here and keep an eye on Liara. 

ASHLEY

Right, keep her safe. We’ll be back down with the Commander. You know he’ll never forgive you if she’s hurt.

WREX

Come on! We have to get moving!

GARRUS

What’s the rush? It’s Saren against Shepard. I almost feel sorry for Saren. 
INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER – CONTROL ROOM

We see Sovereign rake Shepard in the gut with its claws. Shepard staggers back and Sovereign kicks him over. Shepard rolls away, over to his gun. He picks it up and opens fire but Sovereign is too fast. The reaper leaps back and forth across the walls, knocking into Shepard again. Shepard staggers down to one knee before resuming fire. Several of the shots ping off Sovereign and the reaper howls. It collapses for a second behind one of the decorative bushes. Shepard clasps his side and winces. 
SHEPARD

A little overconfident, Sovereign?

We see Sovereign leap up onto a wall. Shepard opens fire but it jumps away.

SOVEREIGN

You struggle against inevitability, Shepard. And your form is breaking.

SHEPARD

I can still fight!

SOVEREIGN

Declared the grain of salt to the cosmos. You are nothing to me, Shepard. 
ASHLEY (O.C.)

What if he has friends?

Sovereign turns. Ashley, Garrus and Wrex have entered. Ashley opens fire and Sovereign leaps to the side. As it lands it picks up a bench and hurls it at the three newcomers. Ashley and Garrus dive to the side while Wrex is knocked back as the bench breaks against him. Sovereign charges Ashley and picks her up, hurling her into Wrex. Garrus is to his feet and has raiser his sniper rifle. He gets off two shots as Sovereign darts toward him. Both shots miss and Sovereign hits Garrus across the face, knocking the Turian down. Shepard comes up behind Sovereign and wraps his arms about the reaper. Sovereign howls and lurches backward, smashing Shepard against the wall. Shepard cries out in pain but holds on. Sovereign smashes again and again.

SHEPARD

Shoot it!

GARRUS

I can’t.

ASHLEY

We might hit you!

SHEPARD

Shoot it; that is an order!

Wrex charges forward and buries his shotgun in Sovereign’s body. Wrex shoots Sovereign and the force of the blow knocks all three to the ground. Sovereign is hurt but far from dead. It wrestles free of Shepard’s grasp and knocks him away. Then it runs up and rips Wrex’s shotgun out of his hands before snapping it in two.

SOVEREIGN

Your weapons cannot kill me! This game is a distraction that ends now!

Sovereign turns and grabs Shepard. It holds him up by the throat and starts to strangle him. Garrus fires at Sovereign with his sniper rifle. The rounds blow off little chunks of metal but do no real damage. Sovereign grins and squeezes. Shepard gasps for air and struggles to get free of Sovereign’s grip. Shepard’s struggles get weaker as Sovereign squeezes. Suddenly, the reaper stops and releases Shepard, who falls to the ground and exhales deeply. Shepard looks up. We see Sovereign encased in blue light. Looking over we see Liara and Tali. Liara is awake and struggling to hold Sovereign in position.

LIARA

I have you. You took away my mother you beast!

(to Wrex)

Get the Commander!

Wrex picks up Shepard and carries him away. We see Garrus pull out the blackstorm.

GARRUS

Let’s see you survive this. 

Garrus fires. A blackhole opens up next to Sovereign. The reaper cries out as parts of it are ripped off of its body and sucked into the black hole. Liara holds the bulk in place, preventing Sovereign from going in completely. Suddenly Sovereign breaks free and grabs a nearby railing. It tries to pull itself forward, all the while screaming an incredible shriek of pain and fury. Its legs are ripped off as it struggles forward. Shepard is back on his feet and makes his way over to Liara.

SHEPARD

Time to go, now!

LIARA

I want to watch this!

SHEPARD

No, we can’t be anywhere near here when the real Sovereign blows up!

(signals team)

Let’s move!

Garrus, Wrex, Ashley and Tali bolt for the door. Shepard grabs Liara’s arm and the two exchange a look before following. Behind them Sovereign continues to scream. 
EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE ARMS OF THE CITADEL

We see the Normandy weaving through the battle. 

INT. NORMANDY – COCKPIT

Joker checks the scanners and grins.

JOKER

He did it! Shepard did it! Sovereign’s shields are down! 

HACKETT (O.C.)

Thank God, this is Admiral Hackett to all Alliance vessels –

NEKULON (O.C.)

This is Admiral Nekulon to all C-Sec ships – 

HACKETT (O.C.)

NEKULON (O.C.)

Bring that monster down!

EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE ARMS OF THE CITADEL

We see the Normandy fire up its engines and shoot towards Sovereign. The mammoth reaper is sparking and drifting away from the Council tower. We see a plethora of ships, Alliance and C-Sec. Each one opens fire. At the head of the charge is the Normandy. It shoots off a massive laser blast and pulls up at the last second, skimming Sovereign’s surface as the other shots impact. We see Sovereign lurch and start to explode. Pieces of it break off and burst into flames.

INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER – CONTROL ROOM

We see what’s left of Sovereign pulling at the railing. It looks up at the control panel and raises a clawed hand in desperation. Suddenly an image of HARBINGER flickers onto the screen.

HARBINGER

You have failed… we will find another way!

Sovereign stares up at the hologram as the blue light flickers and dies.

EXT. SPACE – WITHIN THE ARMS OF THE CITADEL

Sovereign explodes. Pieces of it rain down on the tower. 

INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER
We see Shepard and his team racing downward. Shepard looks up as a piece of Sovereign crashes into the side of the tower. Fade to black. 

EXT. CITADEL – OUTSIDE THE COUNCIL TOWER

We see lots of smoking wreckage and destroyed geth. Anderson is picking his way toward the tower with a team. Khalisah Al-Jilani is following behind, her news camera buzzing along beside her.

ANDERSON

(to one of his team)

Get that woman out of here. 
KHALISAH AL-JILANI
Captain Anderson, the viewers have a right to know what’s happened at their capitol!

ANDERSON

This isn’t a television show! Some of what we find… won’t be pleasant. 
KHALISAH AL-JILANI
We’re all about cold hard reality at Westerlund News!

ANDERSON

Get her away, now!

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
I’m not going anywhere! I demand –

There is a noise from within the tower, everyone freezes. Suddenly Ashley staggers out, coughing and holding her stomach.
ASHLEY

I am never doing that again.
ANDERSON

Chief Williams! 

KHALISAH AL-JILANI
Ah! A loyal Alliance soldier has survived! And did I hear right? Gunnery Chief Ashley Williams, you’re one of Shepard’s team aren’t you? Care to give an exclusive and get yourself some stardom? 

ASHLEY

(to Khalisah)

You! You snide, disingenuous bitch!
Ashley punches Khalisah right in the gut. The reporter goes down, knocked unconscious by the blow. 
ANDERSON

I’m going to pretend I didn’t see that. Where’s the Commander?
Ashley turns and points back into the tower. Presently Tali and Wrex stagger out, followed by Garrus. Anderson and his team wait. Several moments pass of nothing, then Shepard and Liara walk out, each one supporting the other. Liara and Shepard walk over to a broken bench and sit on the good side of it. Anderson walks over to Shepard triumphantly.

ANDERSON

Well done, Shepard. You did it!

SHEPARD

(gazing at Liara)

I did nothing. We did everything.

Shepard glances around at each member of his team warmly before returning his gaze to Liara. The two then engage in a deep, passionate kiss as the camera pans slowly away, highlighting this scene of love amidst a background of torn war.
INT. CITADEL – COUNCIL TOWER – COUNCIL CHAMBER

A month has passed and we see Shepard standing before the Council inside their chamber. Repairs are still going on in the background and this time the Council is on equal ground with Shepard. Anderson stands with the Council, dressed as a councilor. Shepard’s team stands behind him. 
SALARIAN COUNCILOR

We are truly indebted to you and your men, Commander, for a gallant and heroic display of courage and determination in the face of possible Armageddon. 

ASARI COUNCILOR

Humanity has proven itself a savior and a responsible member of the galaxy; worthy to stand beside the three races on the Council. 
TURIAN COUNCILOR

You have proven that we all still have much to learn from each other, Commander. I know I speak for the Council when expressing our warmest welcome to Captain David Anderson: first Human Councilor in our recorded history.

ANDERSON

You are much too kind, Councilors. It is my honor to stand here and I hope to serve my post with a steadfast duty. And thank you again, Shepard, for recommending me to the job.

SHEPARD

Hey, you know, anybody besides Udina. 
ASARI COUNCILOR

With the end of this threat, we can march toward a new era of heightened culture and prosperity when – 

SHEPARD

Sorry to interrupt you, Councilor, but the fight is not over. This was only the beginning. Sovereign was a vanguard, we need to be ready for the rest of them. Now if we’re finished here, my team and I will take our leave. We have a lot of work to do.

The team nods behind Shepard and they all turn, Leaving in quick, military fashion. Anderson turns to the three councilors.

ANDERSON

Shepard's right. Humanity is ready to do its part. United with the rest of the Council, we have the strength to overcome any obstacle. When the Reapers come, we must stand side by side. We must fight against them as one. And together we can drive them back into dark space!
The camera faces Shepard as he leaves the room with Liara at his side. The last thing we see is the N7 logo on his chest as the camera cuts out.

EXT. SPACE

We see the Normandy take off and enter a mass relay. Going off into the galaxy in search of the reapers. Screen fades to black as the end credits roll.

MASS EFFECT
As the end credits roll, we see the following scenes spaced out at intervals:

INT. FEROS – THORIAN’S DEN

We see Shepard and his team engaging the Thorian and blowing apart pieces of it.
EXT. SPACE – MIGRANT FLEET

We see the Normandy weaving in and out through the Migrant Fleet while engaging Cerberus ships. 

INT. NORMANDY – REC ROOM

We see Ashley teaching Garrus and Tali how to play cards while Shepard and Liara relax together on the sofa.

EXT. TUCHANKA – KROGAN BREEDING GROUNDS

We see Wrex throw down Gatatog Uvenk and raise a banner of clan Urdnot above his people while Shepard and the others look on. 

After the credits:

EXT. EDEN PRIME – PROTHEAN DIG SITE

LEGION is walking through the wreckage of the old dig site. All the audience can see of Legion at the moment is his legs. 

MIRANDA (O.C.)

Shepard did everything right, more than we could have hoped for. Saving the Citadel and the Council has made humanity’s place in the galaxy stronger than ever.

Legion steps over a broken geth with disinterest. The audience can still only see its legs.
Yet still… it’s not enough!

ILLUSIVE MAN (O.C.)

Humans may be on the Council but Shepard remains our best hope.
MIRANDA (O.C.)

You know the Council won’t act on the reaper threat. It’s already shifting back to politics as usual on the Citadel. 

ILLUSIVE MAN (O.C.)

Then it falls to us to stop them.

MIRANDA (O.C.)

The Council won’t accept our help. 

We see Legion’s feet stop in front of the wreckage to the beacon site. Ahead there is a holopad lying on the ground with various images flashing over it. Legion walks over and picks up the pad. 
But Shepard, he’s a hero; a bloody icon. But he’s just one man. If we lose Shepard, humanity might well follow.

ILLUSIVE MAN (O.C.)

Then see to it that we don’t lose him.

The audience is focused in on the holopad in Legion’s hand. Legion taps it and it displays the message: “Commander Shepard – Killed in Action”. Legion turns around and the camera pans away, revealing Legion in full before cutting to black.    
